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Opening Notes: Mohammedali Yaseen Taha, Open Think Tank  
 

Mohammedali Yaseen Taha is Ph.D in 
Comparative Politics from the ICS-
University of Lisbon, with a research on 
Press and Politics in Kurdistan Region 
of Iraq. 
He is a published poet, journalist, 
academic researcher and Member of the 
Kurdistan Regional Parliament since 
2013. Mohammedali has worked with 
numerous civil society organizations 

both as a trainer and as an organizer for capacity building and development 
programs. 

Mohammedali is Founding Member and current President of Open Think 
Tank. 

Opening Notes: Laure-Maïssa Fargelat, Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation/Syria-Iraq Office  
 

Laure-Maïssa Fargelat is a Project Manager at 

the Konrad Adenauer Foundation’s Syria/Iraq 
Office based in Beirut. She manages projects 
in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Syria and across 
Iraq since 2016. Prior to her experience with 
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, she worked 
for a Lebanese NGO as a media and 
communication officer. Before gaining 
significant work experience in the region, she 

obtained an MA in International Relations and International Development, 
specialized on the Middle East, from Sciences Po Paris and the Freie 
Universität Berlin. 
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Panel 1: Ethnic and Religious Minority Parliamentary Representatives 

Chair Panel 1: Hozan Nayif, University of Duhok   
 

Hozan Nayif is a lecturer at the university of Duhok. 
She holds a Master Degree and is currently a PhD 
student in the field of Administration and 
Economics at the University of Duhok. Her main 
research focus is the financial policies and 
administration.  

Hozan Nayif has worked as a volunteer with the 
Open Think Tank since its establishment in 2013. 
She has assisted the OTT team in both practical and 

theoretical research and data collection processes.Conclusion of Panel 1: 
Dr. Madhat Suleiman, Kurdistan Parliament   

 
Dr. Madhat Suleiman was born in 
Kirkouk 1996. He holds a PhD in 
Civil Engineering. He has worked as 
an advisor to the directorate general 
of rehabilitation of Kurdistan Villages 
where later on he became the director 
general. Dr. Suleiman has worked as 
the dean of the Erbil Technical 
Institute for six years. In the last eight 
years he has been the senior advisor 

of Education at the Parliament  of Kurdistan. 
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Dr. Vian Dakhil, Former Member of Iraqi Council of Representatives, 
Yezidi 
 

Dr. Vian Dakhil is a social activist and 
politician, former Iraqi MP. She has a BA in 
Microbiology and an MA in Immunology 
from the Salahaddin University. Vian Dakhil 
served as an advisor for the Parliament of the 
Kurdistan Region.  

Vian Dakhil is the winner of the 2014 Anna 

Politkovskaya Award for her “courage to 
become the voice of the Yezidi community and 

by her determination to campaign for the protection of all Yezidi and other 
Iraqi women under ISIS, despite the danger she is facing as a Yezidi 
woman politician opposed to ISIS". Besides that, she has an extensive 
number of local and international honorary prizes for her outstanding 
activity and involvement in the resolution of the IDP crisis.  

Dr. Vian Dakhil was the only Yezidi Kurd in the Iraqi Parliament’s third 
term. 

Dr. Srood Matti, Member of Kurdistan Parliament, Descendants of 
Mesopotamia   

 
Dr. Srood Matti is a member of Kurdistan 
Parliament. He was born in Erbil, Ainkawa 
1975. He is a medical doctor and a member of 

Descendants of Mesopotamia Party’s Politburo.  



4 
 

Aydin Ma’ruf, Member of Kurdistan Parliament, Turkmen Front 
 

Mr. Aydin Ma’ruf is a member of Kurdistan 
Parliament. He was born in Erbil 1970. He is a 
lawyer and also holds an MA degree in 
International relations. Mr. Ma’ruf is currently a 

member of Turkmen Front Party’s Politburo and 
the head of KRI office of the party. He has been 
president of Turkmen Students and Youth Union 
from 1993 to 1998. Among others, he is member 
of the Shura council of Turkmen Front. 

Yerwant Amenian, Member of Kurdistan Parliament, Armenian 
 

Yerwant Nissan Amenian was born on July 24, 
1974. He is from the Armenian community and 
the only representative of Armenians at the 
Kurdistan Parliament. He holds a BSC in 
Engineering from University of Duhok since 
1998.  
He has worked with numerous local and 
international organisation including WHO, 
FAO, and UN HABITAT. 

Engineer Amenian served as director of school buildings at the General 

Directorate of Education in the Duhok Governorate, from 2006 to 2012.  
Yerwant Amenian is now a member of the Kurdistan Parliament
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PANEL 2: The Quota System and the Political Parties in the KRI 

Chair Panel 2: Dr. Farsat Sofi, Member of Kurdistan Parliament 
 

Dr. Farsat Sofi is a Member of Kurdistan 
Parliament. He was born in Choman in 
1978. He holds a PhD in International Law. 
Dr. Sofi has served as a member of legal 
advising board at the Divan of KRG 
Presidency prior to being elected to the 
parliament. He also taught at the university 
of Salahaddin in Erbil, department of Law 
and politics. During the fourth term of the 
Kurdistan parliament he was appointed as 

the head of committee of re-drafting the Parliament’s bylaw and the 
committee amended the bylaw successfully. Dr. Sofi has been actively 
dealing with anti corruption in the KRI and he has been among the main 
advisors to the KRG in this regard.  

Conclusion Panel 2: Dr. Abdulhakeem Khosro, Salahaddin University 
 

Dr. Abdulhakeem Khosro is a professor of political 
science at the Department of Politics,  University of 
Salahaddin. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science 
and his main focus is comparative politics and 
modern democracies. Among others, he is also a 
political analyst renowned inside Kurdistan and in 
the Arab World. Dr. Khosro is a member of the 
Institute for Research and Development-
Kurdistan/IRDK. 
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Dr. Ja’far Ibrahim Eminki, Deputy President of Kurdistan 
Parliament, Member of KDP Politburo 
 

Dr. Ja’far Ibrahim Eminki is originally from 
Duhok governorate. in 1976 he obtained a 
BA in Law and worked as a lawyer between 
the years 1979-1981. In 1981 he joined the 
Kurdish Liberation Movement as a 
Peshmerga and later on as a political cadre. 
He has lived in Sweden as a political refugee 
1984-1991. After returning to Kurdistan in 
1992 he became member of Organizational 

and public affairs office of KDP. In 1992 when the Kurdistan Parliament 
was just established, he was appointed as the Parliament’s president of 
Divan and served there until 1995. Later in the years 1995-1999 he worked 
as the head of organication at the KDP First Branch in Duhok. In the tenth 
congress of KDP he was elected as the member of central committee and 
then in 2004 he became in charge of KDP research office. In the 13th KDP 
congress he was elected as a member of KDP Politburo, head of 
organization of KDP and the official spokesperson of the party. In 2013 
took part in the elections as the KDP candidate and on 29-04-2014 he was 
elected as the deputy president of the parliament.  
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Mr. Adnan Mufti, Former President of Kurdistan Parliament, 
Member of PUK Politburo 
 

Mr. Adnan Mufti was born in 1949 in Erbil. He 
joined the Kurdistan Democratic Party in 1963 
and in the years 1971-1974 he was the head of 
Kurdistan Students Union at the Mustansariyah 
University in Baghdad. Due to his political 
activities he was jailed by the Iraqi regime in 
1971. In 1974 he left the university and joined 
the revolution movement and established the 
financial department of September Revolution. 
He played an important role between the years 

1979-1992 in the diplomatic relations in Paris, London, Washington, 
Cairo, Stockholm and many other places in the world disseminating the 
message of the people of Kurdistan. He served as the representative of 
PUK in Cairo for three years. In 1995 he became a member of PUK 
leadership and in charge of third branch of the party in Erbil. In 1999 Mr. 
Mufti was appointed as the minister of the municipalities of KRG and then 
became the deputy Prime Minister. In the second PUK Congress in 2001 
was elected for the second time as the member of leadership and at the 
third congress in 2010 he was elected as the Politburo member of the party. 
In 2005 Mr. Mufti was elected as the president of Kurdistan Parliament 
and served until the end of the term in 2009.  
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Panel 3: Quota System and the Civil Society 

Chair Panel 3: Hoshyar Malo, Kurdistan Human Rights Watch   
 

Hoshyar Malo is a lawyer and Director of 
Kurdish Human Rights Watch (KHRW). 
Hoshyar Malo worked for more than 10 years 
on human rights and civil society issues, such 
as IDPs, prisons, minorities, law reform 
processes in Iraq and within the Iraqi 
constitution, NGO laws in Iraq and in the 
Kurdistan Region, Prosecution Law, Law of 

Freedom of Media, Election Law, and the Anti-corruption Law.  

He has authored several research papers and studies, published in Iraq and 
abroad. He has contributed to developing the process of legal reform of 
NGOs both in Iraq and in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.  

Hoshyar Malo is the Head of the Coalition of Freedoms (COF), that 
includes more than 70 NGOs from Iraq.  



9 
 

Conclusion Panel 3: Hogir Chato Shekha, Public Aid Organization 
 

Hogir Chato Shekha was born in 1976. He is a 
lawyer and head of PAO- Public Aid organization 
in Iraq, Hogir is significantly known among civil 
society activists for his advocacy activities and 
played a major role in changing and amending 
many laws and regulations in Iraq and specially in 
Kurdistan region specifically in (NGO law, 
education law, strategic plan for human rights, 

anticorruption plan, media law, demonstration law etc…). He is also 
heading a network called (Shams network for monitoring of elections) and 
participated in monitoring of all electoral processes in Iraq and many other 
countries (ex. Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, Sudan, Yemen, Jordan, Germany, 
Poland). And hi is Executive Director of the Iraqi Minority Alliance 
Network, Hogir is a certified trainer of Human Rights, monitoring of 
elections, and Minority Rights.  
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Nawzad Pols Alhakim, President of Soraya Organization for Culture 
and Media 

 
Mr. Nawzad Pols Hanna Alhakim is president of 
Soraya organization for culture and media. He is the 
general coordinator of the Kurdistan Minorities 
Network and the general coordinator of the Nineveh 
civil society organization network. Mr. Alhakim holds 
a BA in Administration and Economics.  He is head of 
Arabic and Iraqi relations at the ministry of culture and 
youth and an expert of culture and media at the same 

ministry. Nawzad Pols is the chief editor of Soraya independent newspaper 
and the secretary of the Chaldean writers and journalists union. 

Karim Suleiman, Advisor of Yezidi Spiritual Council  
 
Mr. Karim Suleiman was born in Shekhan 1958. 
He holds a BA in Law and Politics. From 1980 to 
1988 he joined the Kurdish Liberation Movement 
and became a Peshmarga. the He is advisor to the 
Yezidi Spiritual Council and a member of 
Supreme board of Lalish Center-Duhok. He is the 
establisher of the Chiraye Lalish Magazine in 
Shekhan. Mr. Suleiman is a member of Kurdistan 

Journalists Syndicate.  
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Rajab Asi Kakeyi, President of Mithra Organization for Development 
and Culture  
 

Mr. Rajab Kakeyi is president of Mithra 
Organization for development and culture. He is 
a civic activist focused on the rights of 
minorities. Mr. Kakeyi has participated in tens of 
conferences both locally and internationally. 

 

Sarmad Moqbil Kaikhosro, Kakeyi Representative KRG 
 

Mr. Sarmad Moqbil Kaikhosro was born in 
Khanaqin 1952. He is a civil engineer with 
experience of more than two decades. He has 
been awarded the Iraqi patent in 1991 for 
invention of economic and nature friendly 
buildings and implementing it successfully. Mr. 
Kaikhosro currently lives in Erbil and is civic 
activist focused on the rights of minorities and 
the importance of dialogue between different 

components of the society. He is the official representative of Kakeyis at 
the ministry of rituals and endowments/KRG.  
 


