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The publication "Open Debates" aims to disseminate the research and 

debates initiated and promoted by the Open Think Tank. Original 

research and working papers, along with proceedings and records of 

the Open Think Tank conferences, public meetings and debates are at core of this 

publication. The subjects of interest are interdisciplinary and are related to the 

political, economic and social issues of challenge to Kurdistan Region of Iraq and 

the entire regional neighborhood. General and specialized public is the intended 

readership.

This first issue of the Open Debates contains the proceedings of the conference 

organized by the Open Think Tank "KRG Year in Crisis: Lessons and Perspectives". 

The conference was held on January 30, 2015 in the city of Duhok, Autonomous 

Region of Iraq. 

The content of the present issue is abridged and translated from Kurdish and 

maintains the core structure of the original proceedings. The issue is structured 

in three thematic panel presentations. A section of comments, questions, and 

answers follows each panel.

Foreword 

3
OPEN THINK TANK



4 5
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

Acknowledgements 

We consider that the quality of the conference was as high, as it was the 

goodwill and involvement of the distinguished presenters and guests. 

Each participant has contributed with critical thinking and heartful discussion 

during the conference debates. In this occasion, Open Think Tank wishes to 

thank again each of the participants individually for accepting the call. We 

are grateful for the involvement, dynamism and open attitude during the 

conference. We intend for the Open Think Thank to stimulate non-partisan, 

independent discussion and debates and the conference participants have 

accepted the challenge in the best way. 

Special gratitude goes to the following persons, listed here in alphabetic 

order:

Presenters:

Farhad Ameen Atrushi (Governor of Duhok)

Farsat Sofi (Member of Kurdistan Parliament)

Mohammedali Yaseen Taha (MP & Open Think Tank)

Movileanu Angela (Open Think Tank)

Nizar Esmat (Director General of Health/Duhok)

Saeid Khodeda (University of Duhok)

Sardar Aziz (Consultant to the Speaker of Kurdistan Parliament)

Moderators:

Bakhtiyar Ahmed (Duhok Health)

Bewar Ahmed (Open Think Tank)

Mohammedali Yaseen Taha (Open Think Tank)

OPEN THINK TANK



4 5
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

Participants:

 Abdullah Jasem (MP of Kurdistan Parliament)

 Ali Ali Halo (MP of Kurdistan Parliament)

 Bahar Sileman (MP Council of Representative – Iraq)

 Borhan Yassin (Head of Kurdistan Parliament research center)

 Dawood Suleman Atrushi (University of Duhok)

 Dilveen Nerweyi (Member of Duhok Province Council)

 Fahmi Salman (Civil Society Activist)

 Faruk Ismaeil (Head of Intensive Care/Duhok Health & Open Think Tank)

 Hamza Raziki (Journalist)

 Hushyar Suleyman (Head of Planning/Duhok Health & Open Think Tank)

 Hozan Nayef (University of Duhok)

 Khayri Bozani (Director General of Yezidi Affairs & Member of Yezidi Supreme     

Spiritual Council) 

 Mamo Osman (Member of Yezidi Supreme Spiritual Council)

 Mohammed Ali Atrushi (Coordinator of Duhok Governorate)

 Riza Nayef (Social Protection Network)

 Sabah Babiri (Member of Duhok Province Council)

 Viyan Abbas (MP of Kurdistan Parliament)

This issue owes much to the technical skills and contribution of the following 

people:

Designer: Gohdar Salahaddin

Translation & Transcript 

Chief Editor: Hizel Hidayet

Staff Editors: Rand Mardan Khalil, Rezan Khalil Ghazi

We thank the Governor of Duhok Province for financial support in publishing 

this first issue of «Open Debates». 



6 7
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates



6 7
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

Dear guests, 2014 was a tough year for 

us, especially for the city of Duhok. 

But, related institutions have, to a 

great extent, succeeded in managing it, and did 

a job, which we all are proud of. We, as Think Tank 

Open, have tried to frame last year’s crisis in an 

academic way so that we can draw lessons from it 

for the future and so that this frame can serve the 

field of planning in our coming works. The main 

duty of the Open Think Tank is research, applying 

the scientific method to a range of political and 

social issues. Our goal is to offer research support 

to planning and policy making for the government 

and the related institutions.

Today, we have three panels regarding the 

crisis that we faced last year and that we are still 

facing. 

The first panel is about services. It will be 

presented by the Governor of Duhok and the 

Mohammedali Yaseen Taha
Member of Kurdistan 
Parliament, Co-Founder of 
OTT

Opening Note
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Head of Duhok’s Directorate-General of Health. 

The second panel will embrace the political effects of this crisis. Dr.Sardar Aziz 

and Dr.Farsat Sofi, who have come from Erbil, will be with us. 

The third panel will be about the media coverage of this crisis on the local level 

and the international one. Dr. Angela Movileanu, I, and Dr.Saeed Khodeeda will 

be the speakers. 

At the end, we will have a Wrap Up and a Conclusion which will be presented 

by Dr.Hishyar, Dr.Abdullah Jasem and Dr.Farooq, who are board members of 

Think Tank Open. I would like to invite Dr.Bakhtiyar to come to chair the first panel.
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Good afternoon. Today’s first panel is going to 

be about the services that have been offered by 

the government to face the crisis.

I would like to invite Farhad Atrushi, Duhok 

Governor and Member of the Parliament 

in Baghdad in the previous legislature. 

The second panel participant is Dr.Nizar Ismat, 

Head of Duhok’s Directorate-General of Health. 

In this panel we will discuss about the situation 

of public services during the crisis. We will have 

the perspective of the way the  Governorate of 

Duhok has dealt with the crisis and then Dr.Nezar 

Ismat will talk about the crisis management in the 

health sector, within the same governorate.

Panel Presentation
Dr. Bakhtyar Ahmed

PANEL 1

PANEL 1: Government and 
Services During the Crisis
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 Good afternoon. I would Like to thank Open 

Think Tank for inviting me today to this discussion. 

This speech is about the public service offered by 

the Governorate of Duhok. 

The domain of the public services is 

large. It includes, among others, health, 

hygiene, civil engineering, electricity 

and water and others. Everything within the 

government›s tasks is related to the public sector 

and public services. 

Today I will talk about the experience that we 

have gone through as the administration of Duhok 

province and especially for me as the governor, 

during the past 7-month crisis. Managing a crisis 

became a professional specialization. I believe 

that the management of a crisis has become a 

semi-science in the world, with people specialized 

in the field assigned to give courses on how to 

manage crises. For this reason, none of us was an 

Mr. Farhad Atrushi 
(Governor of Duhok 
Province)

The view of the Governorate 
of Duhok on the 2014 Crisis
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expert in this field, neither the director-generals and the mayors nor the governor 

or his deputies. However, we did our best to manage this crisis according to our 

abilities, knowledge and the situation. 

Ad-hoc strategies of the Governorate 
of Duhok to face the humanitarian emergency

In the beginning, we assessed the situation in Iraq and especially in Kurdistan 

Region. On the 10th of June Mosul fell under ISIS control and on 12th of June 

elections of Duhok›s Council of Representatives were held. I and my colleagues 

were elected to the Council and Head of Council for the management of Duhok 

province.

The first crisis we faced was the petrol crisis. Fuel and petrol became a huge 

crisis all over Kurdistan and especially in Duhok, putting the administration of 

Duhok province under severe pressure. 

Following that, two more crises arrived, which were not noticed by many 

people. Our farmers fell into a crisis because ISIS has blocked the road between 

the region and Baghdad. For this reason, we could not manage to help our farmers 

to transport to Baghdad all of the wheat and barley, as we did in the previous years. 

The arrival in August of that enormous number of IDPs because of the ISIS was 

the major crisis. The military front was all around Duhok province, starting from 

Shingal until the turn to the Khazri area near Erbil border making a U-shape form. 

That was the biggest and most dangerous border with ISIS terrorists in Duhok, and 

this has put a great effort on us. 

I want to point out another thing here: I believe that most of the martyrs are 

from Duhok. All of the martyrs are Kurdistan›s, and we are proud of all of them, 

but as far as the numbers of martyred and wounded Peshmergas are concerned, 

Duhok has taken the lion›s share. I referred to this point so that you know how we 

assessed the situation in the beginning. Following the initial assessment, we set 

priorities. Of course, everything was important, but there were certain issues that 

were more important and needed more attention.

PANEL 1
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It was essential to activate the Security Higher Committee in Duhok Province. We 

had to take care of the security because if the security of the province collapsed, 

no work would have been done by administration, directorates-general, services 

or civilians, in general. Therefore, there was a continuous interaction with the 

military and the Peshmerga until the Presidency of the Region and the Ministry of 

Peshmerga organized the situation. 

The other priority was taking care of the IDPs and refugees. You all know that 

on the 3rd of August, huge numbers of people tried to come to Duhok province. 

These people were from Zummar, Kaske, Shingal and surroundings; from the 

outskirts of Mosul, like Tel Kaif, Alqush, Batna, and the surrounding villages, and 

the villages of our Yezidi and Christian brothers, and even some Arabs at that time. 

On the other border, where Akre and Bardarash are located, people from Bashika, 

Bartila, Qaraqush, our Shabak, Kakay and Christian brothers and those Yazidis in 

Bahzane especially Bashike, they all went to those areas and Shekhan areas. And 

as you may remember that the people of Shekhan themselves became IDPs and 

took refuge in Zakho, Amedi and other parts of Duhok. All of this was a very heavy 

burden for us for a long time and has constituted one of our priorities. 

Third, coming to the management of the province in a general: in fact, this 

came last because of the reasons mentioned above. Nearly no care, I would say 

no care at all was given to the province as such.

 The other step, after we have set our priorities and divide our tasks on these 

three major topics, we formed committees. One committee took care of the fuel 

crisis on the province level, that was in continuous work and was reporting to the 

province›s council. There was a daily pressure on the regional government in 

order to provide Duhok province with fuel, especially petrol. 

Also for farmers we held regular meetings with the Directorate-General of 

Agriculture, directorates of granaries, the adviser of the governor in Duhok 

province, heads of administrative units that were mostly mayors. We tried to take 

in the hugest possible amount of farmers› products and transfer them to the lists 

of the Iraqi government so that the farmers could have compensations from the 
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government budget.

All of these worked successfully without serious problems, especially for the 

farmers within the boundaries of Duhok province. There had been some problems 

at Rabia and Tel Kaif boundaries, which are outside Duhok›s boundaries, which we 

could not help by taking their products.

Also, the third and most important committee was for refugees. We formed 

a higher committee for refugees, which included the most of directorates-

general. One of them was Dr.Nezar (here present) and our directors-general of 

municipalities. We held regular meetings to find ways to deal with this crisis.

I do not want to go into details, but for example in the center of Duhok province, 

we had formed 12 sectors. A directorate, a director-general, or one of our other 

directors supervised one of these sectors. There were kitchens that provided 

the IDPs with fresh and warm food every day. They received blankets and daily 

needs. For example, the directorate-general of health, despite their problems, 

were managing a sector. The director-general of electricity was in charge of one 

sector; he used his vehicles and staff to transport needs to refugees as much as 

they could. Also, we had an emergency unit in the office of the deputy governor 

in the administration of Duhok province. The unit dealt more with international 

organizations, especially the UN and all other international organizations. They 

also did a very good job and contributed to the cooperation between all of these 

directorates-general, sectors, mayors, district directors and others.

These were just some of the committees that we had. Of course, these 

committees had to take care of other things as well. For example, issues related 

to engineering, health and other affairs with regards to the Peshmerga is all 

performed by Duhok Province but we›ve never talked about this in the media. 

At times, 100 machines belonging to Duhok province, like excavators, shovel 

trucks, and trucks, belonging to Duhok province, were in the service of the 

Peshmerga for making trenches to thwart ISIS suicide attackers. 

PANEL 1
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Whenever we could not do that, we saw that the Peshmerga were sacrificed. 

A few days ago on Nawaran front-line terrorists› vehicles managed to reach the 

Peshmerga in their posts, because there was no trench. 

All this was of a huge burden for us, but we did everything that was in our ability 

to support the Peshmerga. We have never talked about it in the media because we 

see this as our duty. However, this is the first time I say it publicly that it was a huge 

burden in terms of finance, in terms of machinery, in terms of human casualties. The 

Directorate of Roads and Bridges has had civilian martyrs like drivers, observers 

and engineers who continuously worked with the Peshmerga on the front-lines. All 

of these things, as I said, were related to the committees. 

What were the consequences of this crisis for Duhok? 
What were the consequences of this crisis for Duhok? Alternatively, what has 

this crisis done to Duhok province and Kurdistan Region? The education sector 

is the most impacted one: 670 schools in Duhok provinces became homes for 

some 130,000 IDPs. At that time it was summer holiday and students were on 

vacation, so we managed to place the IDPs there. The schools were not good for 

living accommodation, but it was better than leaving the people on streets and 

in open areas. Children and old people could die because of the high August 

temperatures. 

However, this had a negative impact on schools, and the economic infrastructure 

of education in Duhok Province and the impact will last for a few years. These are 

problems that we will not be able to solve soon. 

We do not want people to misinterpret that we are saying that our Yezidi 

brothers from Shingal ruined our schools. If it were Muslims, Christians, Iraqis, non-

Iraqis, the same thing would happen because when these big numbers of IDPs 

enter a small school with low capacities, the building will be inevitably damaged. 

Also, there was an accommodation crisis inside the city except for the homeless 

IDPs. Many Arab and Christian IDPs came to the city. Now, the majority of the 
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homes that were empty for rent, have now been rented, and all of you know that 

the rents have dramatically increased. This is a burden for the tenants and the 

poor of the city. Of course, unemployment and the economic impacts are other 

problems. If you remember, Turkey completely closed its border on the first days. 

It was only with the region›s connections and our connections with Sirnak Valley 

that we could get five entry permissions for five persons each day to cross the 

border, especially for the injured and ills. It was a tough job, and all these events 

impacted over the economic status and the state of affairs of our people. The 

trade movement shank.

There are other topics, like social ones: people inside the city became worried, 

and it was their right due to the high number of people that came to the city. I am 

not saying that they are foreign people, but they are not from the city. However, so 

far, fortunately, there hasn›t been any dramatic societal crises in Duhok province. 

We all were worried and expected for the crime rate to increase, because of the 

needy and poor IDPs. However, both sides, the IDPs and the people of Duhok, 

were very helpful, and there have been no big conflicts between the Muslims 

with Yazidis, Muslims with Christians, and Christians with Yazidis. On the contrary, 

we›ve seen that the Muslims Affairs of the Endowment offered help to our Yezidi 

brothers, also Christians have delivered aid to the Yezidi brothers for several times.

We also deemed it necessary to be in continuous contact with the civilians 

daily through the media, meetings, and gatherings. We thought that this would 

have an impact because if the administration were disconnected from the civilians, 

anxiety would prevail. However, if the civilians were capable of meeting with the 

administration and the administrative officials on the ground and in the media 

continuously, a sort of comfortability would start to appear making them not 

fearful. 

We had good ties with Baghdad. By the way, I have to say this about the Kurdistan 

PANEL 1
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Regional Government; I gratefully say that the Prime Minister visited us twice and 

held meetings with us accompanied by the involved ministers. Sometimes 7 to 8 

ministers of the cabinet of the Kurdistan Regional Government were present, and 

there were detailed discussions for that purpose. 

The biggest aid in terms of cash came from the Kurdistan Regional Government. 

For your information, approximately $40 million were delivered for the IDPs in 

cash, besides another aid. 

The cooperation of the Governorate 
with the UN Agencies during the crisis

In the beginning, UN offered limited capabilities. However, following our 

pressure, demands and criticism of the UN, plus the continuous cooperation 

meetings held at the emergency unit in Duhok Province led the UN to be on track 

and apply more efforts. Also, we as the administration of Duhok Province tried to 

build international contacts through consulates and embassies.

I am putting things this way to let the people know what we did has been done. 

All of this work was not done randomly. There were many people to organize this 

and made sacrifices. Unfortunately, I have to say that many times the media have 

ignored this topic. They reported what was to their liking and did not report was 

not. We often see that when a small activity, with due respect, by someone, is being 

done for the refugees, media channels rush to report it. The Kurdistan Regional 

Government, especially Duhok, sometimes had, for a week or ten days, spent 

2 to 3 million dollars for buying IDPs› needs and the needs were continuously 

distributed on the IDPs. 

For example, let´s talk about the construction of the camps. As far as I know, 

Saudi Arabia had donated $500 million to the UN to be spent for Iraq›s crisis. 

However, the number of housing units set up by the UN in seven months has 

not reached 12,000 yet, which are those uncared-for tents in Khanke and Bajet 

Kandala and other UN camps. 

Therefore, we continuously criticize the UN. The administration of Duhok 
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province has managed to build 21,000 housing units in a period from 45 to 60 

days, with a better quality, shorter time and at a cheaper price. It is not my merit 

as a Governor or the merit of the province administration only. It was a team work, 

and we finalized this job. This cooperation within the administrations was essential 

to finish the job. If I had worked alone, I would have failed.

Crisis Budgets. Availability 
of services and accommodation for the IDPs

I would like to refer to camps because usually our fellow MPs, without having 

prior knowledge, make false statements. For your information, we have 16 camps 

for IDPs within Duhok province›s boundaries and 4 for refugees, which equal to 

20. This is the biggest number of camps in Iraq, maybe in the Middle East and I 

do not think that this number of camps exists in any other country. Some camps 

contain 5,000 families, others 3,000 families. We formed a committee from the 

local administration, consisting of engineers, in order to build some good camps 

in a short time. We planned to evacuate schools by the 1st of December so that 

our students could finally start the school year. We set that plan and put huge 

pressure on the engineers and committee. We also made the private sector part of 

the work. There was pressure from some sides to give the contracts whose money 

was provided by Iraq to Turkish and foreign companies but I was, as the head of 

the administrative unit, among those who refused the idea.

We decided to mix the roads because of mud. Electricity was provided regularly. 

For example, each family got 6 amperes of electricity. Now, they receive much 

more, some getting 20 amperes. 113 mega watts of Kurdistan Region electricity go 

to IDPs, all for free. That was one of the main reasons for the decrease of electricity 

provision in the region, especially in Duhok province, where we sometimes had 23 

hours electricity on average but now 16 hours and sometimes less. I›m not saying 

that was the only reason, but it was one of the main reasons. In 45 to 60 days, we 

managed to set up 20,000 housing units except the 1,000 caravans that we had 

PANEL 1
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built, with the price of each one reaching $7,000 including all services. Of course, 

when I say a tent costing 4 million dinars, I›m referring to the road, the sewerage, 

electricity, water, bathroom, kitchen and a toilet, plus, the place of the tent and 

its size which is 20 cubic meters. In UN and Afat camps, the tent is the kitchen 

and the place of sleeping, it›s the guest room, it›s the place for all activities, and 

in addition to that, they don›t have their own toilets and bathrooms. For your 

information, when that famous Hollywood actress came here, UNHCR›s top official 

Neil said that they would copy our model; each family will have its own toilet, after 

7 months! Of course they spend too much money. The maximum cost for each 

tent that we built was 4 million dinars, which is less than $3,500. Afat once sent me 

an offer with $6,500 for the setting up of each tents. And I›m sure that UN›s prices 

are higher. Because, with due respect, UN is the most corrupt organization ever. 

This was one of the examples that took us a lot of efforts, but thanks God in 45 

days› time we succeeded in evacuating all of the schools within Duhok provinces 

boundaries and the last one, containing 1,200 individuals amounting to 148 

families, was evacuated on the 1st of December. Then we began the process of 

cleaning and renovating the schools for students, to return to their study and now 

it is working. Our fellow MPs were saying that Education in Duhok for this year was 

gone, the prime minister wasn›t convinced that we would do it, but with the aid of 

our colleagues, our people, and contractors as well, we managed to do this job.

The other day, I was talking about the impact of this crisis to a fellow Kurdistan 

parliamentarian; once again Duhok had become a victim for receiving that huge 

number of IDPs. I have tens of machines in the Directorate of roads and bridges 

that are out of work. There are machines that cost $200,000 to $300,000; it was 

all Duhok›s money; now it is gone. We have tens of broken ambulances. The MRI 

machine in Azadi Hospital or other hospitals that used to take 100 MRIs during a 

whole month now they take 1000 to 2000 ones. Except drugs, and other machines, 

except that huge amount of money from Duhok Province›s budget that was spent 

on the IDPs. Of course, we are proud of that, but what I mean is its impact. 

The most influential impact was that, as we said, the economic infrastructure, 
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which is if we have something called economic infrastructure at all, is gone. Power 

adapters burn every day, electric cables melt. Regarding streets, Duhok›s streets 

are no more usable. As you know, the way between Duhok and Erbil is used for 

the front-lines. You need 3 hours to get to Erbil. Of course, all of these are the 

reflections of this crisis because these big vehicles, tanks, and humvees are being 

transported, in addition to Turkish vehicles. Duhok is the victim of all these things.

Urgency to Increase 
the Budget of the Governorate of Duhok 

When the budget is discussed I would like our fellow Kurdistani parliamentarians 

not to only ask for 23 percent again. Believe me, although the crisis has been 

managed, but its impacts will continue to people for at least five years, from all 

sides. The 16 camps in Duhok province are built on 4,000 acres of agricultural 

lands. When an agricultural land is exposed to concrete and bricks, it will no more 

be efficient for plantation. Except the billions we have given for rents, and we have 

all lists. During these two months, 30,000 Kobane refugees came to Kurdistan 

Region, especially Duhok Province. We›re also working on finishing two more 

camps, containing 2,000 caravans, in Qadia, 2,000 caravans in Shekhan and one or 

two more ones might also be built. Yesterday, the leadership of the region asked 

us to let in 3,000 Arab families because of the danger the Peshmergas are facing 

in the Askemolso Wanke region. This is, of course, a disaster. 

And I would like to criticize Kurdistan›s parliament because so far, neither a 

committee nor it presidency, nor people have officially visited Duhok Province. But 

there have only been individual visits from most of our peers. But I hope that that 

they don›t forget Duhok Province in the budget. Duhok province has so far never 

received its actual share of 23% and on top of the list, I criticize the leadership of 

the KDP for not doing so. However, today›s needs require much more than 23% so 

that we can return stability to the province. 

Thank you so much!

PANEL 1
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After Dr.Nzar's presentation, we will 

have a discussion on three topics for 

20 minutes:

How successful Duhok Province has been in 

managing the crisis? What were the best tools or 

means used to attain these goals? What chances 

are available for improving the achieved work?

I would like to invite Dr.Nizar to the stage to 

deliver his presentation.

Dr. Bakhtyar Ahmed
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Good afternoon, 

I am glad to be able to shed light on the crises 

that Duhok province faced in 2014, especially with 

regards to the health sector.

The year 2014 consisted of a series of 

crises. 

It began with the deterioration of ties 

between the regional government and the federal 

government which led to the rise of the economic 

crisis which began at the begging of the year. The 

refusal of the central government to send KRG the 

constitutional budget had a huge impact on the 

health sector of the Directorate Health of Duhok 

Province.

The second crisis was the beginning of the 

war against ISIS terrorists. This war led to the rise 

of another crisis which was the arrival of a huge 

number of IDPs and refugees, who were coming 

Dr. Nizar Esmat
Director General of 
Health Directorate, Duhok 
Province

The view 
of the Director General 
of Health over the 2014 Crisis

PANEL 1



24 25
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

from Kobane, added to the previous waves of Syrian refugees. The IDPs of the 

beginning of the war, I mean those IDPs who came to Duhok when Mosul fell into 

ISIS hands, created a crisis, but later people returned to their places. 

After that, IDPs from Nineveh Plain, mostly Christians, headed to Duhok. Then 

the tragedy of Shingal took place. The people of Shingal and its surroundings, who 

had first fled to Shingal mount, came to Duhok through a corridor from Rojava. 

This incident also brought with a crisis.

Evaluation of Resources at the Outbreak of the Crisis 
The first step we took to face these successive crises was to study them; we tried 

to understand what a crisis consisted of, how it began, and what the consequences 

were. We were part of the work that was being done in Duhok province under 

the auspices of the governor, but we also had our operations room that included 

the heads of all sectors and hospitals. After that, tasks were divided according to 

expertise; in other words, each sector and each committee would fulfill its task 

according to its field of expertise. In this way, they did not have to ask the director-

general of health for minor instructions; they had the authority to move about 

freely.

Secondly, we had to evaluate our domestic and external support resources. 

When we talk about resources, we mean human resources; for a long time, Duhok 

has been suffering from the lack of human resources in terms of number and 

quality. For instance, the number of our doctors and nurses is too little, and in 

terms of quality, we have not got enough expertise.

Financial resources remain too little for Duhok though Duhok continues to 

provide the areas outside Kurdistan management with services. Our share was 

always 23%, but the services that we offered were twice that number. Our financial 

resources were the ministry of health and Duhok Province›s investment. We also 

assessed drugs and needs to see if they were enough to face this crisis. However, 

we asked whether the health infrastructure in Duhok province was ready to receive 

that huge mass or not.
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More than 540,000 people have come to Duhok during this crisis: 200,000 IDPs 

arrived before this particular crisis; added to the 120,000 refugees from Western 

Kurdistan, Rojava. Duhok has 1.3 million citizens. Summing up these numbers, 

now we have almost 2.2 million people living in Duhok. Despite this, the human 

and financial resources at our disposal to face the crisis, remained the same.

Crisis Management by the Health Directorate 
The first crisis was the arrival of IDPs. The first thing we did was that we welcomed 

them. This issue was extremely important to us and therefore we formed teams that 

worked for 24 hours per day to receive IDPs in their places or while they crossed 

the border.

Then, we delivered health services to them. For this to be done, we formed 

46 mobile teams. As you all know, it was a tough crisis, people came to Duhok 

which was not prepared in terms of having camps, and they all resided in public 

buildings, schools, parks, and even remote areas. Some even went to Ure, which 

is a village on the Turkish border. It is a very remote place. It was really difficult to 

reach and deliver aid to all of these people.

We also activated some health centers near these schools. Our teams had to 

work for extra 24 hours. They had to work two and even three times more than 

their working hours because of shortage of medical personnel and the increase of 

demand of services to deliver.

The other point was to activate teams for searching for and diagnosing infectious 

diseases. At the beginning of the crisis, we all feared that infectious diseases, 

including Cholera, polio, measles and some other diseases, could spread among 

the IDPs and people of Duhok. We formed ten teams to find out any diagnosed 

cases. The teams searched for the disease in order to find where it could have 

spread and control it before it was too late.

The IDPs went to some places where the drinkable water was hard to find. For 

this reason, I met with the Governor, and we discussed this issue; we said we were 
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worried that cholera could appear. Under governor›s supervision, we managed 

to form a committee consisting of several institutions: the directorates of water, 

municipalities, electricity and environment. We all worked together in order to 

prevent the disease from appearing. Luckily, we did great. The cholera prevention 

became one of our victory stories that we can narrate! 

Mental treatment and support to IDPs: This one was one of the most important 

topics. That fact was that we lacked the necessary means to serve our people with 

due to the lack of having enough psychologists and psychiatrists.

Uplifting health awareness: We tried to raise health awareness among people 

to prevent the rise of diseases and to find treatment for diseases more quickly. 

For this purpose, our teams were continuously on the ground with people, and 

until now in media channels, especially the media department in the directorate-

general, they are doing a great job.

At the beginning, the IDPs took shelter in unfinished buildings, after that, they 

moved to camps, and here, we, the health sector faced another crisis, because 

health centers weren›t part of the plan when camps were built, and even there 

was no budget allocated for it. In addition to that, within setting up a health 

center, medical equipment, tools, drugs, ambulance, and humans are needed to 

manage this center. This means that, if we are talking about 17 camps and two 

more on the way, that means we have 19 camps that need 19 health centers with 

19 ambulances, 19 medical equipments, but also lab equipments and drugs that 

should be sufficient for 3,000 to 4,000 families in each place. Also, ambulances 

should always be ready to transfer those patients who cannot get the needed 

treatment there. All of this needed huge efforts, and, therefore, we worked day 

and night to strengthen ties with those who could support us. International 

organizations like the UN and foreign countries like Germany showed their support 

for us. With all these efforts, we managed to set up 5 health centers and 10 more 

are under construction, plus 2 others on which we have reached an accord with 

the World Health Organization to build them for us. 
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God willing, by the end of March, we will be having 17 health centers in 17 

camps. These are some of the services that we offered last year. As you can 

see that the total number of refugees who were treated in health institutions 

is 710,736 people. Inpatients number is 14,298. Surgeries were performed for 

2,937 refugees, and all for free. 5,317 mothers gave birth in our hospitals. The rate 

of deaths, 159 cases, was only 1% that is acceptable according to international 

standards. We consider this another story of victory; not to let the death rate rise 

in Duhok province despite the coming of all these people. 

Here are some other services: Cardiac catheterization for 84 people. Hear 

surgeries 7, kidney cleanse 787. At the beginning of the crisis on the 6th of June, 

Dr.Faris and Mosul governor contacted us and told us that they had 14 cases in 

need of kidney cleanse. Directly, we received them from Badrike, and we cleaned 

their kidneys at the center of kidney cleanse. Teeth diseases, as well as treatment 

by using laser were some of the treatments we offered those refugees.

Check up services are pricey but they were all for free for these people. There 

were 129 check-ups, some 11,000 X-rays, some 12,000 ultrasounds, 647 heart 

ecos, 620 CTs, 371 MRIs. Each of these costs between 50,000 to 150,000 dinars 

for one time if you have them in the bazaar. 

Vaccination against diseases: one of the foundations of disease prevention is 

to increase the rate of vaccination, especially among children in order to prevent 

diseases from spreading. To fight measles, we approximately vaccinated 35,000 

children under age 5. We also vaccinated a huge number of children against 

polio. Sometimes we exceeded our target by 110%.

The Council of Ministers, Ministry of Health, Duhok province and these 

organizations were our supporters.

Health Support to the Yezidi girls 
and women that were captured by ISIS

With the arrival of the liberated Yezidi girls and women that were captured by 

ISIS, a new crisis began. To deal with it, we began planning and preparing. From the 

PANEL 1



28 29
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

beginning, Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani had asked us to deliver aid to these 

people directly. The Health Minister and the governor were asked to supervise this 

task that was our task in the first place. We formed a network, consisting of several 

institutions, for protecting the rescued ones. These were: the Directorate of Care 

and Development, Directorate of Domestic Violence Prevention, Directorate-

General of Health, Genocide Center, Duhok Court, as well as several Yezidi activists 

together with Dr.Khairi Wanko as the representative of the Directorate-General for 

Yezidi Affairs in the Ministry of Endowment and Religious Affairs.

We opened a center for treating those girls and women. They were received 

and examined physically and mentally; then physical and mental treatments were 

provided. So far, we have been informed that 277 girls have come to Kurdistan 

Region and Duhok Province, but we have only managed to locate 110 of them and 

offer services to 99 girls and women. Most of them are aged 15, some younger, 

10. These girls are underage, under 20, and most of them are between 20 and 30.

The other crisis was the fight against ISIS and the provision of Peshmerga with 

services. The directorate-general of health puts immense efforts so as to deliver 

services to the front-lines and to be available there to transfer and treat the 

wounded and in the same time do their usual job. For this reason, we set plans to 

activate our medical operations, emergency center, and ambulance services. 

We also activated the services of preparing and transporting blood needed for 

the wounded. We also built centers on the second lines of the fight. These centers, 

for example, we had a center near Sihela bridge, were responsible for delivering 

first aid to the wounded in order not to die and then be transported to the hospital. 

We also have such centers in Tal Moz near the dam, and in Sahlig in Talasqof area. 

This was a huge effort and pricey, but, the Duhok Province offered continuous 

support. Whenever we needed caravans, generators, or medical equipment, this 

was our only source.
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Planning emergency hospitals in Duhok and Zakho
Most of the fighting has been taking place on our side, and most of the 

wounded are from Duhok and Zakho. The plan was the following: the wounded 

that were arriving from the west of Tigris would be treated in Duhok and Zakho; 

the ones from the north of Mosul, would go to Duhok; the ones from Nawaran area 

would go to Shekhan and Akre.

The number of Peshmerga treated on the front-lines by us is 16,133. Those who 

received treatment in the hospital were 3,735 while those in need of undergoing 

sensitive operations were 608, and those who had to be sent abroad for treatment 

were 104.

Thank you
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The delay in the school year has certain 

psychological effects on students. What 

could be done to deal with this issue? People of 

Kurdistan and Duhok have cooperated well with 

this crisis. What reward should be given to Duhok 

province, in return? 

Answer: Mr. Farhad Atrushi, Governor of 

Duhok

We have spoken a lot about the people of 

Duhok governorate, but I have forgotten to 

mention the following: the President of Kurdistan 

Region visited Duhok. He thanked the people of 

the city for the contribution that they have brought 

and continue bringing in dealing with this crisis. 

We all agree that we could not deal with the 

emergency without their help. 

Concerning the public services, Kak Fahme 

as I have mentioned before, we have divided the 

Mr. Fahmi Salman 
Civil Society Activist

Comments, Questions and 
Answers 
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commissions into three parts: one part was dealing 

with the security issues, a second one was dealing 

with the displaced people, and the third part was 

dedicated to general services. 

However there are many reasons why we could 

not pay full attention to the general services; we 

would like to. 

Firstly, the ‘economic crisis›, when we started 

working in June the Duhok government did not 

have that much money to be worked with, as we 

did not expect this crisis. When I first came to the 

Governorate, except for the subsidy of emergency, 

which was a very little - 125 million; about 120 

million were the contracts of people and their 

wages; from 4 to 5 million were remaining at the 

government for doing work with. Indeed, we›ve 

done work without having money. I›ve mentioned 

before that we›ve made some small committees, 

which can›t be covered here in only ten minutes. 

For example, in seven days on Semalka Bridge 

we received about 121,000 displaced people 

mostly from Shingal. We made a Reception 

Committee just for the phase that is called «Saving 

Lives» for the basic supplies of water, bread, 

blankets, and medicine. The health care team was 

among the best teams in the Duhok governorate 

for well services. Also, World Health Organization 

was of big help as well. 

There were built 20,000 camp house units. 

However, Iraq has sent 92, 0.000.000 billion dinars 
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which were insufficient to cover the necessary 

structures, like health centers and schools for the 

IDPs. Iraq did not agree to contribute to building 

these facilities, it just agreed on building the 

camps. According to the Iraqi government, the 

money they have sent is enormous. However, we 

and the Yezidi people think that was insufficient. 

We consider that this contribution was obligatory 

from the side Iraq, and not a favor made to us. 

We have complained in every occasion that the 

Iraqi government does not respect its legal and 

administrative duties. It is true that most of the 

displaced people are Kurds coming from regions 

that are parts of Kurdistan. However, according 

to the constitution and the acting laws, Zomar, 

Shingar and Tilkef are parts of Iraq and those are 

Iraqi citizens. Who can tell what happened to the 

billions budget destined to Mosul, Anbar and 

Tikrit now with the ISIS occupation? 

Concerning the military hospital, Kak Fahme, 

we all agree that is a priority for us. Duhok has 

already about 2 million people, and the hospitals 

are not sufficient to cover the civil health needs. It 

is tragic that we have no proper conditions to treat 

the emergencies of the peshmerga. 

We don›t have a military hospital; we even don›t 

have a proper hospital for citizens, so of course 

there will be undone needs. There are intentions 

to build a military hospital. For the time being we 

send patients to Germany and other European 
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countries that accept, but we have big problems 

with the money and visas for these patients. We 

send patients to the Kurdish part of Turkey, in 

Batman, after big political pressre has been done 

for Turkey to accept to treat these people. 

Answer: Dr.Nezar (Director General of Health)

Shortly, Kak Fahme, the data on dead people 

in Duhok and our hospital has been registered. 

The dead people on Shingal Mountain and those 

killed outside the borders of Duhok haven›t 

been registered, and we don›t have sufficient 

information about them. 

Concerning the construction of a military 

hospital, we have suggested this idea a long 

time ago, but till now nothing serious is done 

to this purpose. We have tried to avoid sending 

patients abroad for treatment we could take some 

of our patients to private hospitals in Duhok. I am 

negotiating with the heads of some of hospitals 

abroad for sending their doctors here and it needs 

the support of Ministry of Peshmerga. Sometimes 

they are not helpful, sometimes they ask for 

sending the wounded men abroad. Other times 

they go abroad but not through our Directorate of 

Health. 

Concerning some of the obstacles; not having 

enough employees, 8,174 employees at whole, 

998 doctors and 2,147 nurses. The budget given 

to the Directorate of Health during the last year 

PANEL 1



34 35
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

was 206 billion, which is very little. The continuous 

fight has been an obstacle as well. 

I asked at first the Council of Ministers, the 

second time I asked the Ministry of Health, after 

that I told the Duhok Government for making 

the second line of health center. The only side 

that supported us was the Duhok Government. 

Concerning the escaped females, as far as we›ve 

been informed of from different sources like Dr. 

Sa›ed, Dr.Mamo, Kak Khidr and Kak Khairy are 277 

females. The ones whom we are aware of their 

places are 110, the ones whom we›ve contact with 

through the Yazidian activists in Yazidian societies 

and who have agreed to come for treatment are 

97. We›ve asked the UNFPA organization to show 

their support by organizing mobile teams. 

Thank you. 

I thank the people of Duhok officially. I thank 

those managers who offered services to refugees. 

Moreover, a specials thanks to the refugees, 

despite their huge number, there have no made 

any dramatic problems. This is an indication of 

peaceful coexistence. 

With regards to Dr.Nezar›s subject on those 

women who have been liberated from ISIS. You 

said they were 111. The center of research and 

collecting documents says they are 90, and Prime 

Minister›s office for Kurdistan IDPs says they are 

212. This means that the numbers are different, and 

Ms.Viyan Abas 
MP of Kurdistan Parliament



34 35
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

following our visits to a number of those women; 

it became clear that it was too difficult for them to 

register their names in three places. Therefore, I 

suggest a mobile committee for registering their 

names.

Answer: Mr. Farhad Atrushi (Governor of 

Duhok)

Miss Vian, I always give special thanks to media 

and all the other centers. 

Other issues that we have regard the saved areas, 

the administrative units that now are under the control 

of Peshmerga. These areas have remained without 

administration and services, making them a burden 

for us. Some of these are: Zomar, Sinone, Rabi›aa and 

others. For your information, most of the Directorates 

of Mosul like the Directorate of Water, the Board of 

Government, the Governor and Vice Governor have 

their offices here. 

These are all burdens; they rent buildings, make 

crowds, security problems exist and the greatest 

pressure is accepting their students at our schools. 

Recently two of Mosul Universities have requested 

to open gates here, Mosul University and Nainawa 

University, which seems to be new by Dr. Muzahem 

Khayat. 

We as administration have done our best. We›ve 

spent 3 million dollars during seven days for water, 

juices, blankets and bread. For a country, this amount is 

nothing, but we as a governorate didn›t have even 10 
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million dollars. We borrowed money from contractors 

through the authorities of Kurdistan region. 

Thank you.

Some numbers for Dr.Nezar; the escaped 

people from ISIS are 720, 354 women, 135 men; 

male kids are 121, female kids 106. This division 

is according to ISIS, since from 11 and above 

they consider as adults, from 11 and below they 

consider as kids. Thank you. 

Mr. Khayri Bozani 
Director General of Yezidi 
Affairs & Member of Yezidi 
Supreme     Spiritual Council



36 37
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

OPEN THINK TANK



38 39
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

PANEL 2



38 39
OPEN THINK TANK

 Debates

Good evening. Thank you for this opportunity. 

Summarizing my speech, I want to start by saying 

that all the citizens of Hawler and Sulemani and all 

the other cities sympathize with Duhok. That what 

Duhok could bear from this crisis and the huge 

amount of displaced people is indeed something 

unique and rare. 

My subject today is related to the 

legislative and supervision roles 

of the Parliament during this crisis. 

In the end, I will suggest two or three things for 

Duhok Governorate, as a Parliament member. For 

the first time at Kurdistan Parliament, there are so 

many members from Duhok Governorate so they 

can do a lot for Duhok, and sure we will help as 

well. 

Dr. Farsat Sofi, 
Member of Kurdistan 
Parliament

PANEL 2: Political View 
of the Crisis 

The Role of Law Making 
during Crises 
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The Roles of Representation of the Parliament 
When the circumstances are at ease, the roles of legislative supervision and 

representation of the Parliament in law status are presented in the form of «Draft» 

by ten legally assigned members of the Parliament. After that, the first study is 

done, and the draft will go to committees. After it passes the committees, the 

report is done. Then, the second study is done and approved and will go to the 

office of the President of the Region, who he has the right to return it partially, 

totally, or approve it.

Coming to the first point, from the legislative side, the beginning of the crisis 

was at the same time with the start of the works of the actual Parliament. There 

should be an administration specialist to tell us about the kind of crisis we are 

put in: if it’s an economic or security crisis; if we are actually in a state of a crisis, 

whether we should declare the emergency or not. 

The problem is that the Parliament has started its works six months later than 

expected, due to the political conflict and because not having the proper ability to 

make a state. For this reason, it has started with a large umber of issues to legislate. 

When we started our meetings, we immediately encountered the economic 

crisis then the big threat of the terrorist state. Hence, I can say that the bill in the 

Parliament for its fourth round did not go smoothly because of the reasons below: 

 

The first one is that the state was so busy with running the economic and security 

crisis and leading those huge battlefronts and couldn’t get busy with the bills. 

At the meeting of the Council of Ministers, regulations are approved and sent to 

the Shura Council (Advisory Council), then come to the Parliament. Usually for the 

system of the Parliament, the regulations need to be coming from the State. What 

I have observed about a country like England, of which its system is parliamentary, 

99% of its regulations come from the State. Specially those regulations that 

economically load the State. If they are done by the Parliament, they should return 
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to the State to discuss them whether the State has this amount of money of not for 

these regulations. So I can say that the first reason is that the State have not got the 

chance to send the bills for the Parliament. 

The second point is that most of the regulations needed to come out of 

Kurdistan were in need of a financial support and we know that the state is 

economically helpless and in need of at about 12 trillion dinars. At the Parliament 

I, think there are 92 presented bills by the legal assigned members. 80 of them 

will need money from the state. For example, we’ve approved a decision at the 

Parliament for raising the salaries of Peshmergas as the salaries of Interior forces 

and Asaish. However, at the end, we wrote that we will apply this decision when 

the economic crisis is settled down since we know that it will cost the state a lot. 

The regulation of unified retirement is one of those people will be glad for; the 

ones taking 200,000 will be raised up to 400,000 and the ones taking much more 

will be decreased a little. The retirement will not be less than 400,000 to have a 

kind of fairness. 

Our biggest issue is that, from a political point of view, some say that this round 

couldn’t do anything. I’d say that we’ve brought seven to eight regulations which 

are top importance. 

The equality regimen is one of our best goods. An example on this is the 

deputy of election and questioner laws at Kurdistan Region State in the third 

round, during the whole round they tried to make these laws they couldn’t. But 

at the third meeting of the Parliament we could make these laws because there 

weren’t political discords on them. All the other regulations when they come to 

the Parliament they will be easier to make, aside from those economically helpless. 

That is why I think that the Parliament could do well concerning the legislative role: 

the role of taking a list of important decisions and editing some important laws 

that are related to making the economy better and putting taxes on those people 

whose outcomes are very good. At the Parliament of Kurdistan, I have presented 
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some papers concerning the fact that during the earlier phase, our Parliament has 

unfortunately edited some roles which were mostly in the advantage of the rich.

So we must have edited some of those regulations in a way to open gates for 

financial sources to Kurdistan Region other than oil and the partial budget of 17% 

from Baghdad. As we mentioned before the problem is that all these regulations 

are related to different ministries, and they were busy with the crisis, making them 

unaware of editing those regulations. I, as a member of the Parliament, feel that 

from the legislation side, giving roles or decisions was disappointing to people. 

I believe even with that, the Parliament has passed through a lot of historical 

important points and this experience was new to the parliament. The decision to 

send forces to Kobane taken by the President of the Region was approved at the 

Parliament, by voting and applause. This showed patriotism, political role and an 

important start for the Parliament and a number of laws that we have talked about, 

including the deputy of election, and questioning and other laws taken by the 

Parliament. 

The Role of Parliament Observation 
The other thing that I want to talk about is the role of the Parliament observation 

upon the state. Some say that this is not the right time to observe and discover the 

files of corruption and reformation because, according to them, if we did this it 

could effect on the morale of Peshmergas and may create an internal crisis, this 

is a point of view. But if we look for a right answer, if a country encountered a 

crisis of economy, security or war does it mean the end of life? When a member 

of the Parliament can’t go fight like a Peshmerge it doesn’t mean he can’t do his 

role of legislative, observation or representation. It is true that changes have come 

over this round and we must consider various situations. However, during the 

exceptional situations, there are control mechanisms of the administration, such 

as the Parliament Observation, Supervision Chamber, Impartiality Committee, 

Committee for Human Rights, Civil Folk Organization, Media and public opinion. 

All these have the observation role at the Parliament, like summoning and 
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investigating with ministers and vice ministers, taking citizens’ complaints, going 

on field visits and doing the roles of the committee which are now 22. 

Whether we accept or not the Kurdistan crisis has affected the supervision of 

the Parliament. The President, in his speech, with the presence of all the ministers’ 

representation at the swearing day, three times said will defend against corruption 

and said will reform twice. The question here is whether with all these calls 

and proofs to put this subject aside till the crisis is done, or do our job and let 

Peshmergas do their job. If what happened to us happened with another country 

it would have shaken it. According to me, the Parliament shouldn’t abandon its 

observation, on the contrary, the Parliament should strengthen its procedure as 

some people take advantage of this unnatural situation, some may want the food 

given to a poor displaced person and want to waste it. That’s why nothing should 

stand in our way of doing our job. 

I am a member of the Impartiality Committee of the Parliament, concerning 

the general job, the properties of the state and for oil there are some files that 

we checked and worked on them. Sometimes Media takes things from our hands 

but we could work on some groups especially from the general employment. 

Now the state has a good program that in my opinion if they stick with it a huge 

amount of money will return to the state of Kurdistan concerning those who 

don’t go to their jobs but get paid and those who get paid twice a month will 

be announced, during a month if they didn’t become one side the whole salary 

taken before will be returned back and according to the administration laws, the 

law of official disciplinary will be applied on them and proceeding is needed. The 

biggest problem that encountered us is the issue of the state properties, either 

agricultural or agreements, but there is a good response. For example, we opened 

a file on agreements which have taken huge amounts of people’s money for very 

bad qualities. Many people put the blame on the investment law number 4 in 

2004, but they haven’t even applied this law, they have broken this law. 
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The Kurdistan Region President made a committee which intends that by a 

month will reveal all the above conditions. During the past time, the Parliament has 

summoned a big number of Ministers for interrogation, and the session lasted for 

nine hours. These all were the Parliament legislation problems under observation 

and committee works since 1992. Now, we have another committee called the 

Editing of the Role of the Internal Committee, which is concerned with making a 

system for an organized and systematic Parliament. If you talk for an hour in the 

Parliament, no one can tell you be quiet. Our fellows know that you should explain 

about your experience and make your message clear during your minutes. 

Unfortunately, we’ve another problem which is the election system of semi-

opened list. When you vote for a party, you have to vote for one of its participants. 

Some people came to the Parliament without even understanding their job as 

members. That is why the thing that can keep us on track should not be wasted; a 

half an hour meeting with the minister of natural resources can organize the internal 

guideline. In the internal guideline, concerning the observation side, we’ve tried 

to pay attention to the observation strategy of the Parliament in a systematic form. 

Moreover, for this purpose, we’ve gained experience from the internal guideline 

of Germany, Denmark, and Switzerland so that we can work more on the roles of 

legislation and observation. 

Concerning the question of position, I guess 400 questions are sent to the state 

ministers during this crisis and yet 300 replies were back. In Kurdistan Region until 

now, we have not just for our round, but since 1992 until now we haven’t done such 

a thing, the ministers were quieting by themselves. The investigation committees 

were put mostly for the badness of the internal system of the Parliament. From 

the representation point of the Parliament members of this round, there is more 

coexistence between people like field visitations, being at the Parliament offices 

for checking on people’s needs. 
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Proposals for Duhok Administration
Last thing I want to say is related to Duhok. I will shorten two points. The first 

point is for defining what happened with Yazidis, Christians and Kakys as genocide, 

we’ve checked on the in charge committees at the Parliament and had meetings 

with the state. The state made a committee and the Parliament had a great role in 

pressing on the state for taking this subject as a top important. A dispatch from the 

Parliament, including its president, went to Europe and registered lawsuit at the 

international criminal court. A temporary committee was made for this purpose at 

the Parliament but unfortunately didn’t start working till now. But the committees 

of genocide, human rights and specialists are on the track with the state. 

The second point is the issue of budget. As I said before, the Duhok Government 

did not receive the needed care because of the political situation. If we studied 

the subject from a legal point of view, we can make an emergency budget for 

Duhok since, indeed, as I mentioned before, the situation is so harsh and may lead 

to other crisis. 

I will try to talk about the remained speech through your questions. 

Thank you very much. 
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2014 was the year of crisis, par excellent. 

Let me begin with the symbolism of 

the number. It was the centenary of the 

First World War. The latter was the first modern 

war in the history. It was not a war between armies 

or between kings but between whole societies. 

Modernity had brought nationalism and popular 

participation in government. Modernity also 

meant that whole peoples could be mobilized 

to fight each other. No one expected the war to 

be four years of continuous slaughter. But when 

the fighting dragged on, the opposing states 

concluded that the only way to end it was to utterly 

ruin the enemy.

There are a plethora of concepts and statements 

to dwell on. 

During the First World War, Kurdistan was 

going through turmoil. It was a historical juncture 

Dr. Sardar Aziz 
Consultant to Speaker of 
Kurdistan Parliament

Recapping and 
reflecting on 2014
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and a critical juncture in term of institutional evolution. In other words, after long 

periods of path-dependent institutional stability and reproduction which was 

manifested in Ottoman periphery, the region moved into becoming part of the 

global modernity and entered the period of institutional flux: a period that is 

dogging us to nowadays. 

British entered Iraq, and the Ottomans were losing the ground. Right after the 

war Kurdistan became the battleground between two big powers: the old master 

(the Turks) and the new master the British. From the British side, the chief guiding 

principal was the new notion of national self-determination. Yet, the people of the 

region, under long centuries of Ottomans reign had belonged to multiple groups 

simultaneously, identifying by family, location, occupation and faith. Such plural 

notions of identity were inconsistent with the nation-state model that had recently 

been reified by the League of Nations. 

There are a lot of concepts to dwell on in this brief comparison. War, modernity, 

state making, border, nation and nationality, are dire question haunting the Middle 

East in general and Kurdistan in particular. The first impression was in 2014 after 

a century of the commencement of these issues the region yet to overcome and 

solidify modern taxonomies and institutions. 

We are in a permanent state of war in this region. War is the only and a natural 

way of relating and this has multiple ramifications. War is a state maker, especially 

in the European history, as Chris Tilly informs us. And the state is the war maker, 

but we have to bear in mind that the state war differs than pre-state war. State 

engages in war for reasons of defend, protection and hegemony. These are not 

the case in Kurdistan. The permanent state of war is neither a state making war 

nor a state war, i.e. boundary protection. It is a Hobbsian war. Moreover, because 

of the geostrategic location of Kurdistan and the nature of the relationship of the 

Kurdish forces with each other and with the external other the wars does not result 

in the emergence of hegemony. It rather re-stimulates itself in continued motion. 

In a nutshell, so far there is a total absence of any form of peace. Kurds are neither 

at peace with themselves nor with the others. 
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The idea of peace - with its classic cosmopolitan features regarding the finality 

of claims, mutual recognition, the creation of lasting legal arrangements to enforce 

agreements and cooperation between former enemies - is totally absence in the 

region. This is the core of a metaphysical security. Thus, deducting peace from war, 

as it occurred elsewhere, is the vital mission of our people and government. Peace 

is not an easy task. Peace requires solidity. Solidity in order to facilitate flux. These 

are exemplified through institutions, rule of law, and viable economy. 

2014 told us this situation bitterly. When the external enemy attacked Kurdistan, 

we faced that enemy, not with a unity that required for such a grave circumstances. 

While the outside threat should unite us, because of the lack of notion and feeling 

and imagination of unity it cracked us more. How to become one and multiple 

simultaneously, it is a hard philosophical question? In the heart of this, there is the 

notion of modernity and its apparatuses. 

I have reflected on the notion of war briefly. I would like to reflect a bit on the 

complex notion of border. Border is an art of space making, a space of commonality, 

a space with an identity. Bordering is a violent act to limit the space and establish 

a mode of communication with the other. A Border has internal and external 

ramifications. There is a paradox when it come border with the Kurds. The paradox 

is projected in overcoming border internally and imposing border externally. 

The internal overcoming is a form of an escaping the tradition pre-modern forms 

of institutionalization. This process simultaneously is a process of producing 

effects that operate outside of the influence of extant organized assemblages. 

Bordering, passing the limit of a stable organization or exhausted connections, 

is an intense bifurcation that sends bodies into flight, in a Deleuzian sense. The 

emergence of Heterogeneity as an expression of desire, of a becoming that is 

always in the process of adapting, transforming and modifying itself in relation to 

its environment’. While externally the border is not just a line in the sand or a trench 

on the ground or a hill that separates, it is a limit that one reaches where one has 

to wear a new identity. This border making is as much mental as geographical. To 
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fight an Arab, to fight the Islamic State you have to differ. This differentiation is only 

projected through modernity. We are called upon to become more modern; this 

is archeological and genealogical processes. We have to rebuild our past, Muslim 

but not Arab, and re-establish our new identity. This means we put the border not 

the other. The current border is colonial making. Border is a form of order. It is 

the management of territory with elements of terrorising. Thus, it is not surprising 

that the Islamic State in its attempts to impose its order utilizes terror to capture 

territory and reorder life. To live modern is to live opposing the Islamic State. Can 

the Islamic state make us; this is the crucial question of 2015. 

In 2014, we plugged to the world more than any other time as we are. This 

significant step should not be the moment of constructing the elite and using 

external relations to strengthen their power within their spheres. It is a moment 

of nation building, state-making and border making in term of space, idea and 

culture. There are a plethora of examples in the post-colonial world where the 

state deliberately meant to be ineffective, and “its usefulness is greatest when it is 

least institutionalized”. This fate is haunting us. Thus, the key concept is institution. 

We can analyse the year period through two categories, namely crisis and 

responses. There was financial crisis; it is described through the budget cut by 

Baghdad. The second crisis was the crisis of government formation, eventually 

sorted out through a broad coalition. In the heat of the summer the crisis of Mosul 

added another complex layer, it can be described as a security crisis. The final 

major crisis was the crisis of an oil price. In another word, there were economics, 

political and security crisis. 

There were two groups who responded to these crises: namely people and 

government. There is a huge crisis between people and government that could 

be conceptualised as governing crisis. Crisis is a ‘moment of truth when the 

significance of men and event were brought to light’ as it stated in classic Greek 

definition. Was the year 2014 the moment of truth for Kurds and Kurdistan?
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We became bare. Can this experience change us? We have to produce thoughts 

because thoughts required to out-living the current, specifically, political thought. 

In addition to the internal crises there are numerous external crises. The failure 

of modernity in the Middle East affects the nature of the state, government, 

economic development and status of the people. 

One point I would like to highlight is the crisis of order: internal order, regional 

order and its impact on the world order. Taking it from Kissinger, there are four 

specific conceptions of «order» attract most of his attention: the European system, 

specifically its Westphalian model of sovereign states with equal status within the 

system; an Islamic system based on a wider idea of an ummah, or community; 

a Chinese system based on traditional ideas of the Middle Kingdom as a great 

regional power; and the American order, finding a new purpose a century ago 

under Woodrow Wilson, eventually dominant across the globe, and now under 

unprecedented pressure.

I think, in this region we are shaped through Sykes-Picot order which is a 

version of Westphalian model of sovereign states with equal status. Within it 

contains French nation-state model, British balance of power model and American 

neoliberal market model. But the challenging aspect is the umma model i.e. the 

Islamic model. The Islamic model challenging other models since the Islamic 

model does not recognize border, equality of the sovereigns, and equality of the 

humans. The Islamic model is anti-state. It is more akin to Empire model. The latter 

is frontier based rather than border. Frontier differs than border; it relies on force in 

other word it is not a permanent demarcation. Thus, it is changeable and unstable 

zone. The Islamic state as an anti-modern formulation its economy is based on 

looting, Anfal. This form of economy is pushing the believers to attack the other in 

order to loot their wealth and their belonging including their ladies. 

In conclusion, we have to become modern. To be modern is to have a rational 

in your act. None other than a human rational. To have a border with the outside, 

border of recognition and identification. Simultaneously to eliminate the border 

internally. 
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My question refers to genocides of Kurds: 

when did you do something for fighting 

and striking ISIS? Was it late or soon? Moreover, 

have you started or not yet? What were your 

feelings about 6/10/ 2014? 

Another question: is the Halabja genocide 

being admitted by now? The genocide that we 

were through a hundred years ago have not 

been admitted except for 20 countries, although 

there are formal documents supporting that the 

Ottoman Empire had committed genocide against 

us. The genocide against the 5 million Jewish 

people during the Second War was a different 

situation; they were taken to the court, some of 

them condemned to death, others imprisoned for 

life. The responsible for the Yugoslavian genocide 

are now living in 5 star hotels. Who is responsible 

for this genocide? Whom are you arresting? I think 

this is not serving people too much, it just serves 

Dr. Mamo Osman 
Member of Yezidi Supreme 
Spiritual Council

Comments, Questions and 
Answers 
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in a way that will be registered in history. I think 

the laws of Kurdistan Region and Iraq should be 

tougher concerning the conviction of guilty ones. 

5 thousand Jewish people now take 

compensations from the German Authorities. 

What happened to Christians and Yazidis is 

impossible to be compensated from the ISIS? We 

as citizens have the right to be protected by our 

state. What happened was beyond the strength of 

all the parties. 

The other doctor talked about the civil law. 

There should be something like that since, during 

this technology of 25th century, religion must be 

something between a person and his God. The 

thing that makes us equal should be a civil law 

based on civilianization and efficiency. However, 

until roles are changed, and religion is not a basic 

thing we can apply a civil law.

To which extent the things that are told will be 

put in action? 

Thank you. 

I would like to draw attention to some of the 

things we have talked about, including putting 

boundaries. Dr.Serdar has mentioned hat we 

have very strong inside boundaries, but there are 

no boundaries in front of enemies and others. 

We need to review of entire Kurdish nationalism 

regarding the relationship with the others. This 

Dr. Borhan Yassin 
Head of Kurdistan 
Parliament research center
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is important to be introduced in our education, 

schools, and political education. 

One of the things that should have been clarified 

at the beginning of 2014 stopped and worked on 

is the issue of mingling the three parts of Kurdistan. 

What I always say in my writings and discussions 

is the Ottoman Kurdistan; east of Kurdistan, south 

of Kurdistan and north of Kurdistan we saw that 

only in fighting against ISIS, this issue is being 

complicated. Of course, the thing that affected 

on this union was not only the battle against ISIS, 

but the Arabic Spring in the form of revolutions 

in Syria. However, on another side, the view of 

Turkey, especially the one expressed by Ahmed 

Davutoglu, is on the depth of strategy. It is in a way 

that, if you put your foot inside Turkey, another 

foot outside the view of Turkey, you will enter 

the south of Kurdistan and the other one inside 

the west of Kurdistan. However, we should know 

that the depth of strategy starts from the border 

between Iraq and Turkey itself. That means that the 

Kurdish issue at North Kurdistan is the length of 

issues in the other parts of Kurdistan. I want to say 

that we are on an important development in future 

with the important mingling of the three parts of 

Kurdistan. The peace process of north Kurdistan is 

no longer the peace process of South Kurdistan. It 

is a protection chain on Kobane and a role done 

by the Kurd authorities to bring PKK and Turkey 

closer to each other. I humbly say that I have 
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presented a project to Mam Jalal and Kak Massud 

on 2005 for making a reconciliation between PKK 

and Turkey by the Kurd authorities. This will be 

for the good of all sides. I want to mention that it 

was not ISIS which made Iran have a battle in Iraq, 

but the mingling of the three parts of Kurdistan 

was the reason to obstruct the development. The 

strategic point of view of Iran may be for the good 

of Turkey as well, it lengthens its depth to south 

and west of Kurdistan. In my opinion, this issue 

should be considered well, and serious projects 

should be done for it by the authorities of the 

south of Kurdistan. 

You have talked about the Sykes-Picot and 

Westphalia agreement. Westphalia, for the 

audience information, are those basis that on 1648 

at the end of the battle which lasted 30 years in 

Europe, involving German, were put for peace 

agreement after 30 years. I suppose that the ISIS 

and Arabic Spring events did not make the outer 

World consider an alternative for Sykes-Picot. I 

believe that the Globalism pressure itself at the 

beginning of 90es felt that it was not successful 

in making the Middle East a part of it, especially 

from the economic side. I say this was one of 

the reasons that made the both of the academic 

world, and political world related and restudy the 

agreements of Sykes-Picot and Westphalia. I am 

glad that you asked the question of what should 
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be done with the break of Sykes-Picot and what is 

the role of Kurds in it. This needs explanation and 

searching. 

Thank you for your time.

I have some questions for Dr.Farsat. 

The first one is about the issue of impartiality, as 

you are a member in the Committee of Impartiality. 

What has the Parliament done to the problems of 

corruption that Kak Mohammedali spoke about 

and those getting two salaries a month or not even 

doing their work and get paid? 

The second one is about the investment, 

especially apartments that are of concern to many 

people, what have you done so far? 

The third one is, in your opinion, when does the 

Parliament see its actual role of observation?

I have some questions for Dr.Sardar as well. 

It is true that what ISIS have done is considered 

as genocide by all criteria, but it is not helping 

us like Kurds, known by people. As a diplomatic 

dimension how this can serve us?

The second question is that you have talked 

Mr. Sabah Babiri 
Member of Duhok Province 
Council
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about modernity, if we compare Kurdistan with 

the surrounded, we have many prose and coins. 

Can the Kurdistan Region be a modern Region or 

State between a number of countries that are not 

modern? 

Thank you. 

Answer: Dr.Farsat 

I hope that this situation would not affect 

the basic role of the Parliament which is the 

observation. If the observation is weak, however, 

we bring laws, they will not change anything. I hope 

the Parliament will take this subject very seriously. 

There are theories about the psychological 

war, internal conflict, and if we talked about our 

downfalls the fronts would be weak. I am against 

all of these theories. If we used justice with the 

back fronts, protected laws and went on systems, 

people will have more faith to fight on the outer 

front. However, when people get killed, and there 

is no justice, patriotism will not survive; people will 

not be ready for killing themselves for the sake 

of this land. I hope we can get rid of the internal 

enemy that is fatal. 

Dr.Sardar also mentioned the modernity of the 

civil law. As Jean Jack Russo says, there is no civil 

law without its state frame. 

My second point is, as Dr.Farsat said, some of 

the Parliament members, whatever the reasons 

are, go to the Parliament without knowing its work, 
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it is very normal to open courses and workshops 

for them. Some say one of the reasons for having 

this battle is to delay the project of an independent 

Kurdish State. But do not they see that these 

successful victories of Peshmerga and bringing 

of military supplies will be a way of bringing back 

the issue of making an independent Kurdish State. 

I have read in a study that The United States of 

America will try to fight against ISIS in all ways. If 

they could not fight, then a regional division may 

happen again, and the political map may change 

as it happened in 1914. 

Thank you!

I have some questions for Dr.Sardar. 

Can we Kurds, as a great factor in this battle, 

make some changes on the Middle East or not? 

And this time the Kurds are players or played on? 

The other question is: what cards do we have to 

be able to play, in order to change the roles in the 

Middle East? 

Thank you!

The law should be, above all. 

Concerning those who get two salaries for one 

year or two years, I think that you were very nice to 

them for giving them a period till they choose one 

way, on contrast the law should›ve been one way 

since its job is making peace, justice and protected 

Dr. Abdullah Jasem 
MP of Kurdistan Parliament

Dr. Saeid Khodeda 
University of Duhok
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people. As the English thinker, Bernard Russell 

says that when there›s a dry peace and no work 

people start having fights, taking out the suffer 

they feel. This theory may apply on most of the ISIS 

members. As a Parliament what is your reaction 

toward the announcements of the Iraqi Parliament 

especially after the attack on the two Arabic 

villages and accusing the Yazidis, also rising such 

problems covered with religion. Another problem 

of this crisis of ISIS is the issue of students, the 

Universities of Kurdistan Region have agreed on 

receiving students as guests, and we could not do 

anything about this. I think the Parliament members 

should have studied this issue. Dr.Sardar why we 

don›t have a Kurdish character representing Kurds 

from Forsan Alhamidia for ISIS or Chata? Why 

thinkers other than Kurdish thinkers write about us 

and accuse religions? What plans did we as a state 

have before ISIS? What preparations were made?

Thank you! 

Answer: Dr.Farsat 

Concerning the question of genocide: 

What happened to Halabja and others was 

different at that time the criminal court was 

receiving only those crimes that, let us say that 

after the fulfillment of the court orders. The 

international criminal court was made by the 

Supreme Criminal Court. According to the integral 

principle, those crimes were indicted at the inner 
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court and were refused by the international court. 

That was the fault of Iraq for not taking it to the 

international court, but now it is different because 

it is within the responsibility of the international 

criminal court. The international criminal court is 

concerned with the crimes of genocide, against 

humanity, war crimes. 

What happened with Yazidis was a crime 

against humanity, not just them, but Christians, 

Shabaks and Kakeys. Rape and Murder are crimes 

against humanity as well that is why I think the 

doors are open to us for entering the International 

Criminal Court. The advantage of this is making 

the case for the international protection of religion, 

for reconstructing the damaged areas by pressing 

on the Iraq State for compensations to its people 

for terrorism is an international crime. Now the 

committee of human rights has made a committee 

for reports that have their importance, they may 

make a seminar on the effects of these crimes from 

the national, political, humane side. 

I want to make a note of the issues of corruption 

and observation. I do not want someone to say I 

am a hero, and I am fighting corruption because it 

is not the job of one person, but of an institution. 

The issue needs a real political will. I called the 

general office of the directory of reformation, 

I asked him how many persons are behind the 

bars for the case of corruption? And how many 

arrested? He said there are 4000, 23 or 24 of them 
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are taken for corruption, the other ones are the 

small fish like taking bribery and things like that. 

The problem is not in taking briberies, it is bigger 

than that, they have to stand in front of the court 

and this will happen when there is the political 

will. The cases are plenty, and we have problems 

at court, during the last week the judge stepped 

aside of four cases because of the pressure of 

phone calls. As Kak Fahmi said we have real laws, 

but they are not applied. I agree with the fact that 

observation should not be ignored since there 

are people taking advantage of this situation. We 

have many issues, and there should be guidelines; 

where to start, where to finish. However, to be 

honest, until now I do not feel the real political 

will of reformation, we all talk but there should be 

application. 

Concerning the Yazidis, it is important to act 

carefully, not out of revenge, not to be equal 

with them. That is why we should remember the 

international laws related to human rights and 

war. Yazidis have suffered, but a small mistake may 

enter us to the report of international human rights 

and lose the credibility we have. So we should 

stick to the regulations of the international human 

rights› report, we always feel proud that in the 90´s 

we had enemy soldiers in our hands but did not 

kill them. 
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What are the Parliament›s feelings to what 

happened with Yazidis?

Answers/ Dr.Farsat: 

When the crisis begins, at the Parliament the 

President of the Parliament with 30 to 40 members 

had a statement, we visited the displaced 

people, we continuously make committees, some 

members went to Shingal Mountain, some went to 

Kobane. I can say that the Parliament did its best.

Answers: Dr.Sardar Aziz 

Thank you a lot for your question about the 

state of politics and religion. This has become 

a very sensitive issue in Kurdistan. If we look 

at secularism in America, it was never against 

religion but it offered functions to serve religion. 

In America, there is a large number of churches. 

The church is a place of worship not only for 

religious interpretations which were numerous in 

Christianity, but also the founders of America tried 

to find a way to not let one religious interpretation 

be dominant over the others. This is how they 

PANEL 2
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brought secularism; secularism is necessary for 

religion.

What we see in Iraq in the fight of Sunnis and 

Shias in the name Islam. This tells us that secularism 

is a religious necessity. At the same time, it’s a 

systematic necessity. This means that nobody can 

lead a state in the name of religion as it is done in 

theocratic systems. History tells us that people can 

serve people. I believe that people themselves 

can contact God. 

Regarding what Dr.Borhan said, I didn’t say 

that our different history is related to the world, 

but other people are greedy of our world. One 

of Davutoglu’s thoughts is (Lebensraum) which is 

a German word meaning (living space or living 

creature). This was one of the geopolitical theories 

of pre-Nazi thinkers. In Culture University in 

Istanbul 

We had a conference about Davutoglu’s 

thoughts. Somebody told me that Davutoglu never 

lets the Strategic Depth book to be translated into 

English language, because his thoughts are close 

to the ones of Nazis. This thought of Davutoglu 

states that a country should expand in order to 

live. This is threatening. What we are observing 

now from Aleppo to Kirkuk, is Turkey’s ‘living 

space’ and Persians are also in Kirkuk, where both 

sides through groups clash, meanwhile, we are 

unfortunately being used as proxies in this dispute.

Regarding the other point that globalism 
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hasn’t been successful, of course, there is a lot of 

talk about back to geopolitics, back to fighting 

for the sake of the land. Globalism came to assert 

that fighting for land, and its fortunes have ended 

because human beings can share them with each 

other. We are in a stage that knowledge is more 

important, but what we see in Middle East and 

Eastern Europe and Russia became a reason for 

a huge argument on whether geopolitics is back, 

or globalism has failed. What should we do after 

ISIS? This is one of the questions my colleagues 

frequently ask me about. 

Is ISIS going to split the area? Will it weaken 

Iraq and change it and change the border of the 

area? 

We have already gained a great benefit of that, 

but in my opinion, we should start from inside our 

community through change and reform. This way 

we can have the ability to benefit more from what 

is happening now. If we are not prepared now, we 

will be unable to get all these benefits from this 

situation that happened because of ISIS. We have 

a good image in the world; we are a power in the 

area. And to answer my friend’s question about 

that we have been played by America, I would like 

to say we are not the only ones being tricked in the 

region, America plays with the entire world. 

Regarding the other thing about whether we 

can be modern in this region or not I believe that 

we can be modern in this area without having any 
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trouble with the others. 

Regarding our plans, in my opinion we still 

don’t have a clear image that can project what’s 

going to happen next?
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This panel will cover the role of local 

media and international media in this 

crisis. The year has been one of the 

intense onse when it comes to the coverage of the 

crisis. The images of media are obviously those in 

our minds and hearts. At some cases, media plays 

a positive role during a crisis. Let us hear from 

experts of the field; the speakers for this panel are:

• Dr. Saaid Khodeda, Professor of Sociology at 

the University of Duhok, 

• Dr. Angela Movileanu, PhD in Comparative 

Politics and co-founder of Open Think Tank; 

• Dr. Mohammedali Yaseen Taha, MP of the 

Kurdistan Parliament, Expert in Media and 

Politics, and co-founder of Open Think Tank. 

PANEL 3: Local and 
International Media 
Coverage

Mr. Bewar Ahmed, 
Panel Moderator:
Open Think Tank
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I will discussing here the Kurdish community 

after the arrival of ISIS. 

I want to start with a historical briefing about 

Kurdish society during the Ottoman Empire. The 

Ottoman Empire has tried to destroy the Kurdish 

state. Turkey is trying to do the same now: it wants 

to hinder the existence of a Kurdish state. 

The Kurdish society was hugely affected 

when the Ottoman Empire was divided. 

Then, the religious connection between 

the Muslim Kurds and Ottoman Empire made us 

the victims of religion. This can be proven, if we 

consider the situation of Yezidi Kurds during the 

Ottoman Empire, as well as the Fatwas that had 

been issued by the Ottoman Empire calling for 

destroying an important part of Kurds. Therefore, 

the attacks of Mire Kure were part of eradicating an 

important part of the Kurdish community and led 

Dr. Saeid Khodeda, 
University of Duhok

Media and Kurdish 
Community after the arrival 
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to a situation in which killing and destruction spread along the Kurdish community 

again. These attacks have isolated the Yezidi Kurds in one place and to rarely 

communicate with others. This isolation led to accusing Yazidis of ignorance and 

illiteracy. If you look at all the texts in the Yezidi religion, there is no text forbidding 

education for them. 

Let’s not go too deep into history. The arrival o ISIS and all that happened 

in Shingal, especially on the 3rd of August, lead to the killing and abduction of 

thousands of people. Following religious Fatwas, ISIS kills the Yezidi Kurds for their 

religion. But there is a large cooperation between the Yezidi and Muslim Kurds 

after the arrival of ISIS. Muslim Kurds welcomed the arrival of the IDPs to Duhok, 

when the IDPs were taken their houses and taken care. This human empathy broke 

all religious boundaries between Yezidi and Muslim Kurds, something that would 

not be acceptable in the 1960s, as far as I know.

Now that all Kurds have one common enemy, this has led to a major intimacy 

to happen between us, Muslim and Yezidi Kurds. We have finally realized that 

our nationality is more important for us than our religion. Religion is something 

personal, between the person and God. This war has had its unifying effects on an 

important part of the Kurdish community. 

By hurting Yazidis, ISIS has harmed a large part of the Kurdistan region. ISIS has 

attacked our culture and our religion, and the major negative impact went on the 

Yezidi Kurds. ISIS took their children and women and killed them. They have raped 

eighteen years old girls for twelve times. Other girls were under twelve. Now, 

how are we going to deal with this? These traumas will have a great effect on our 

community. What shall we do with the orphans that have no one to look after them? 

We all - the government, the parliament, the Governornorae of Duhok, social and 

research organizations - we all should be involved in solving this situation. 

All of this is a direct and indirect long-run result of what the Ottoman Empire 

had done to us and the Yezidi Kurds, this has led to hatred and alienation. In my 

experience of sixteen years of working at the University of Duhok, and with other 

organizations, I have tried to remove this from the minds of Yezidi Kurds. Me and 
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my colleagues have tried to work on the basis of their nationality, not on their 

religion. However, the recent events renewed the old wounds. 

Media and ISIS Coverage: 
Media is a double-edged sword, and it has a big effect. Media promotes the 

image of ISIS as they are heroes, people felt afraid and escaped from their areas 

if Kurdish media or International or Arabic media, ISIS were portrayed as barbaric 

people. In my point of view, the TV channels are the reason for this alienation 

in our community. Arabs seized Yezidi Kurdish the time of Arabization, not the 

contrary. The border of Yazidis has reached Kirkuk at the time of Nader Shaah. 

After that, it reached Kalake until Esifne and bringing them to Faidiye has a danger 

of destroying on an important part of the Kurdish community. 

Media separates Kurds from Yazidis, and I disagree with this, as this will lead 

to problems in the Kurdish community. Regarding this catastrophe, I want to talk 

about a couple of things that have occurred in Kurdistan, as Faraj Fudaa in his 

book says that not paying attention and not obeying ... lead to terrorism. 

Faraj Fudaa mentions the talk of a mullah who said: «All Muslim youngsters don’t 

communicate with Christians because in church they tell them, study medicine 

so you can take from Muslims their money and honor in order to decrease the 

offspring of Muslim”. 

Such a speech is sufficient to make any Muslim kill any Coptic Christian without 

too much thinking. In our country, the government cannot protect free thinkers, 

such as a novelist or somebody who is writing his thoughts and believes. And this 

means that we have another big problem. When a university professor considers 

his students a heretic without being punished by law, this is something that we 

should consider as a danger. 

When Kurdish religious officials don’t see an ISIS emir as a terrorist, this 

presents a big danger for the Kurdistan Region. We should not forget that we 

are an organized community, we have culture, history, and costumes. If we did 

not have an organized community, the Peshmarga from Rojava would fight there. 
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In my point of view, the government should prepare for any trouble that could 

happen in future because of this. 

Now, I think we should have special programs for the IDPs so that they don’t 

consider themselves as IDPs, but as part of the society and Kurds. What happened 

in Shingal not only happened to Yazidis and Christians but the Kurdish nation as 

whole, and it has its effect on the Kurdish community. 

Asking some concluding questions:

If we look at the situation, we will see that there is a territorial alienation 

happening in the society. Until now we as government as parliament as political 

parties could not let a Christian person consider himself as Kurdish, we should 

think about it. It is important to make the law to be applied.

Thank you for your attention!

PANEL 3
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My intervention here will shift the 

focus of the problems that my ante-

speakers have talked about, from 

internal to the external views. I will focus on the 

perspectives of the international media over the 

issues that Kurdistan Region of Iraq has faced 

during the 2014. 

The main two questions that I will address here 

are as follows: 

1. Out of all the issues that the Kurdistan Region 

of Iraq had during 2014, how many and which 

ones have got the attention of the international 

media in the news coverage? 

2. How were these issues presented and what 

image do they create for KRI?

2014 KRG Year in Images 
and Frames within the 
International Media

Dr. Angela Movileanu  
Co-Founder of 
Open Think Tank
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Why do we care to know this? 
These questions are important to ask for at least three reasons: 

Firstly, international media provide information and create opinions of 

the broader international public. The amount, content and issues 

covered at the international level are part of the information process 

and cognitive perspectives that the public has about what is going 

on in this region. Thus, the amount of the external reactions and 

crucial help that you received from the international public depends 

on a high degree of the coverage that your issues were made known 

in the international media.

Secondly, it is important to know what issues are covered at the international 

level because the information that passes out there feeds the opinion 

of the people towards what is happening here (in KRI). Maybe it is 

just you that see the events here as a crisis? Who knows, maybe 

the international public see all this as part of the a normality of the 

Middle East? There is a simple logic here: Middle East in general and 

Iraq, in particular, equals to trouble for most of the external world. 

Everybody has a story, and it is crucial to see how the story is told. 

And finally, most of the times we have the impression that the outer world is 

aware of what are the crisis and problems of the region. We hope that what we do, 

our problems and grievances are well visible to the international public. We hope 

that the international public is aware, knows and cares. Is that really so? Who and 

how can one care for a place, people, and their problem, without any available 

information and empathic bridges?

Now, from the scholarly point of view, what can we expect to find here and what 

are the theoretical approaches that can encompass such an analysis? 

PANEL 3
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Theoretical Approaches and Expectations

Agenda setting and framing are the two main theoretical approaches adopted 

here. 

These two theories explain the way the news get into media and public 

attention. What do these approaches say? 

Firstly, how do we get the information about the rest of the world? It is the 

media corporations that mostly decide what we know and what is 

important to know, they decide what are the issues that deserve to 

be covered in the news and which issues are set aside. 

It is obviously cheaper and easier to us, as individuals, to create an opinion out 

of reading the news, rather then come to the middle of events and to see what is 

going on. And this is safer, for sure. But it will be the media who will decide what 

are the issues that the public receive and which will be set aside. The media sets 

the salience of the public issues. This is the logic of the agenda setting, basically. 

Secondly, on the other hand, the framing theory deals with the way that 

this information is presented, wrapped, told and sold out. The way 

news is presented will depend on how it will be received. Most of 

the times, the same news is presented in various ways by different 

media channels and due to the framing, the same news if told 

differently can create different impact. 

Now, the use of agenda setting and framing theories are useful here as will 

explain how and why some news will be preferred over others, and some news 

will be omitted. The framing theory explains how, whenever the issues come to the 

public, the form that will be presented will have an impact as big as the news itself. 
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Research Method and Media Channels Analyzed:
This is an exploratory analysis of the online coverage of KRI in four international 

media channels: BBC World, CNN, Al Jazeera and Al-Monitor. The method 

is simple: an online content search has been carried out with the keywords 

«Kurdistan Region Iraq», for the period January 1st - December 31, 2014. All the 

news regarding the Kurdistan Region were selected. The content regarding the 

non-Iraqi Kurdish parts were omitted. 

Out of the analysis of the online content of Al-Jazeera, AL-Monitor, BBC and 

CNN for 2014, some of the results show the following:

1. The Cable News Network (CNN):

CNN is a leading news media channel based in United Stated of America; it 

is broadcasted through the entire world. Out of the content covered, emerges 

that Kurdistan Region is seen as a part of Iraq, and each news regarding it always 

use the entire name of the region: Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Besides the implied 

political correctness, this might suggest preoccupation to not create any divisions 

and state clearly along with the official politics of the US that Kurdistan Region 

belongs to Iraq.

Then, CNN has covered news on oil deals; then intentions of independence 

and referendum were reported. An interview with the president Massoud Barzani 

was broadcasted by Amanpour on June 23rd, with the title «Iraq falls apart». By the 

way, the interview has been made a day before the visit of the US State Secretary, 

John Kerry and we suggest that the interview was prepared to cover his visit. After 

June, the news where Kurdistan Region of Iraq is covered is mostly related to the 

fight of the peshmerga with the ISIS. Here the attention was focused on the Kurdish 

Region as a soldier and fighter in the region. 

2. British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC): 

BBC has covered rather few information regarding KRI on internet English 

PANEL 3
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edition and the content present there has a predominantly historical character, 

with geographical, political and some social data. BBC had very limited coverage 

of KRI in any area in the first six months of 2014 and had the least coverage among 

the four media channels mentioned here. The two main issues covered were: the 

call for independence in the first part of the year and the fight with the ISIS, after 

June. 

3. Al-Jazeera English:

Al-Jazeera English has a higher number of articles and a more in-depth coverage 

of KRI, with more opinion articles, picture streams, and video. The preliminary 

analysis shows no clear news frame; a distinction is made between a Western, 

Iran and Arab world views. It goes beyond the strict geopolitical approach used 

by BBC and CNN, addressing social, cultural and gender issues. Still, after the ISIS 

invasion, most of the news are related to the with ISIS and the Kurds in the context 

of the balance of powers in this war. 

4. Al-Monitor English:

During 2014, Al-Monitor English version has presented the largest amount 

of information regarding KRI and the information they present is rather critical 

and goes more in-depth into KRI internal political dynamics, relations with 

the neighbors. For sure, this is explained by the regional interest of this media 

organization. Disregarding any interest that Iran might have or not in KRI, reading 

Al-Monitor will offer a more detailed perspective on the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, 

rather that reading BBC or CNN.

Some conclusions and questions for further debates
Summing up the above findings, we come to the following two points as 

answers. 

1. The first question was regarded the how many and which issues have got 
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the attention of the international media in the news coverage, during the last 

year. 

 From the perspective of the media agenda setting, we can deduct that during 

2014, the BBC and CNN brought up mostly the statehood aspirations of the Kurds 

and the war with the ISIS. Kurdistan Region of Iraq is interesting to these media 

channels in a the context of broader regional and geopolitical politics. Obviously, 

more coverage and attention from BBC and CNN would benefit KRI at the global 

level. To do so, more social and cultural cooperation and creation of more Western 

partners and allies would offer possibilities to of more media coverage as well. 

Appearing in a more diversified news, would allow as well to break the image as 

the fighter of the region, into some image that would be more appealing. 

On the other hand, Al-Jazeera and Al-Monitor are important regional partners, 

and they will tend to keep KRI on their news agenda, as a result of being a regional 

player with growing leverage. 

2. The second question for this presentation was related to the news frames and 

the image of KRI within the news presented by international media channels. 

According to the news framing approach, KRG has am emergent image of the 

«peshmerga-the fighter of the region». This image is promoted mostly in the news 

presented by the CNN, BBC, and partly Al-Jazeera. However, this soldier image 

might have a double-edged sword effect. On the one hand, the heroism and 

efforts of the Kurds are recognized and acknowledged. On the other hand, along 

thisI fighter image, there will come the competing expectations that this soldier 

will destabilize Iraq and possibly the entire region, sooner or later. Even more, 

being seen as a fighter only, might lead to a limitation of the Kurds into a unique 

defense specialization. The other political, social and cultural complexities of the 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq might pass on a secondary plan. 

PANEL 3
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Now, I will ask the distinguished guests of the conference: do you agree with 

having this image of fighter for the international public? Do you want to rephrase 

the image of «the fighter and the one who defends the border» into someone that 

has a peaceful stability, preoccupied with economic growth, stability, and social 

cohesion? What can we do for this? 

Thank you very much for your attention!
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Ladies and Gentlemen, very briefly I 

will try to give a snapshot of a research 

we are working on about the local and 

international media coverage, I will talk about the 

local coverage. 

 In this research which I am the co researcher 

together with Dr. Movileanu is mainly focused 

on the role of media during and after war. My part 

is mostly focused on the local coverage. 

We have problems with the non-professional 

media that decrease the value of media. In 

Kurdistan region, media is not the result of scientific 

research and as a result, nonprofessionals lead it, 

and to a degree, media is rarely responsible. I will 

start from the point of the governor. There were 

important topics that the media did not point to, 

but as Dr. Movileanu pointed out that Framing 

comes from the process Agenda setting. The 

Dr. Mohammedali Yaseen 
Taha, 
Open Think Tank

PANEL 3
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mother of all of this process is called the Politicization of media.

Saturday and Sunday, for those who have been to Europe and I believe that 

most of you used to live there, you know that in these days from the afternoon on, 

it’s full of programs. Saturdays and Sundays are full of activities on how to spend 

their weekend. It is full of cultural activities, and in working days, between work 

and other activities, they spend twelve hours working and twelve hour resting, the 

media that has been introduced to him is not only about politics, but it is diverse 

media that contains different subjects, not only political subjects. In Kurdistan 

region its only about political subjects.

In general in Kurdistan, we don’t focus on adopting academic content analysis 

of media, to know to which degree the media presents politicized messages to 

the public. What is in the market as a media nowadays is the reality of one media: 

one party with almost no exception. Competition between parties in Kurdistan is 

mainly reflected in their media. Each party has its own media outlets, some declare 

affiliation and some stay with hidden agendas and follow party rules without 

declaring their real adherence. According to the market and data we have, in a 

way to another almost almost all media in Kurdistan belong to or have strong ties 

with political parties and interest groups. In this case, each media in following a 

particular agenda, attacks another agenda. As a result, the conflict tends to get 

into its escalation among media channels and, citizens, as receivers of those media 

messages are the main affected group. We’re still working on this research and 

these were some of the issues presented in its narrative that I wanted to highlight. 
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My question to you is that, don’t you think that 

the media is using the pornography of the war? 

Do you think that the media still convened the 

misconception of the Kurds?

Answer: Angela

Answering your question will lead to a huge 

discussion. First of all, we have to define what we 

expect from the media role in mass information. 

Then, who is the media at the end? Let´s take BBC, 

for example. We can consider BBC as a huge 

brand, there are a lot of capitals and stakeholders 

behind, then there are journalists that do the work 

and exercise their profession. BBC is that old and 

authoritative in their sending the information to 

their public, they have their policy and is difficult 

to say if they are right or not. 

You say, «media is using the pornography of 

the war.» The media has the difficult task to sell 

information about war to a public that is not in 

Dr. Mamo Osman 
Member of Yezidi Supreme 
Spiritual Council

Comments, Questions and 
Answers 
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direct contact with war, a public that has no direct 

experience with the fights; a public that see the 

war on TV and internet and for them the war that 

you fight here feels like a sort of virtual video game. 

My question is for Dr.Saaid. 

You have talked about an important issue 

which is about setting a boundary between 

Muslim and Yezidi Kurds. What is the role of the 

Yezidi academics in this matter? What have you 

done and what is your plan in this matter? Because 

I think that Yezidi academics have more effect on 

government. For example, those kids and youth 

that can’t go to school now, will cause problems in 

the future. There is a large number of teachers at 

your disposal. How can you help the government 

with providing help to these kids, and teach them? 

I also have a question to Angela: You have 

mentioned how the issue of Kurds is covered by 

foreign media. Do you think we have any influence 

on those media? Or do you have any suggestion 

how we can do that? Thank you.

Answer: Angela

Dr. Dawood Suleman Atrushi
University of Duhok
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In my opinion part of these is country branding, 

so refocus the policy and politic in entire region 

toward more cultural nature to put in value the 

huge resource that you have, so not to be soldier 

but to be the soldier that get back and he is ready 

for peace.

Is the media serving the enemy or people?

For example, during the 8-year Iraq-Iran 

war, media was so strong that people sitting in 

their homes were excited. Here, when it’s time 

for fighting they will show Peshmerga saying 

«goodbye» to their families, and this decreases the 

morale of people. Besides, most of the time our 

media gives information to the enemy so easily, at 

a time the enemy is ready to pay millions to get 

these information and our media will give it to 

them for free. A Peshmerga in a live interview once 

said: “As soon as it gets dark, we will launch our 

assault.”

On the one hand, our local media had done 

some good work but still not enough because it is 

always directed to us. It is never directed to others, 

either to Turkey nor Persians or Arabs.

On the other hand, at this time how much has 

our media served the enemy so far by separating 

Mr. Khayri Bozani 
Director General of Yezidi 
Affairs & Member of 
Yezidi Supreme     Spiritual 
Council
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the elements of our community? When a religious 

man that knows nothing else except religious 

affairs, and who has never been outside Shingal 

and is fighting there since August 8, is asked by 

the media, “Are you a Kurd or Yezidi?” What do 

you expect any religious man, whether Muslim, 

Christian or Yezidi, to answer? Will he mention the 

religious or national side? Is it really important to 

know whether Bilind Ibrahim is a Muslim or Yezidi? 

Is this news? Is this important to be known?

Abdullateef Salafi, do you have to say whether 

a Yezidi is considered a martyr or not? Of course, 

he will say no. The mullah of Komal Islamic group 

is not expected to tell you that a Yezidi is a martyr? 

So there is no need to open such subjects that will 

not help the situation but indirectly serve some 

other people.

As a psychologist, I will talk about the effect of 

war and the remnants of war on our community 

and its effect on the culture, understanding and 

people’s behaviors after the war. I wanted Dr.Saaid 

to talk more about the effect of war on our Yezidi 

people after the war. Now, I feel that the ideas of 

revenge, hatred and violence are obvious to show 

how it’s going to be. Therefore, we should have a 

post-war plan. It is important to work on creating 

the spirit of forgiveness between people, so they 

can accept what happened and start thinking 

Dr. Nizar Esmat 
Director General of 
Health Directorate, Duhok 
Province
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about the future. I believe that we don’t have any 

plans until now, and I often see the media playing 

a destructive role leading to the provocation of 

hate feelings, instead of peace, among people. 

Therefore, the rule of media is not only calling 

people to head to front lines, but it should also 

call for peace. We should fight for peace and the 

protection of our land, not for revenge. It would 

have been great if you had talked more about the 

topic.

In my opinion, one of the outcomes of this war 

is ties in this community have been strengthened. 

If you read history, Yazidis had suffered 72-73 

waves of violence, which were mostly carried out 

by Muslim Kurds.We had this sort of teaching in our 

culture in the past, but now that Muslim Kurds are 

fighting and getting killed to defend their Yezidi 

brothers. In addition to the misunderstanding 

that occurs because of religion, there were 

connections between then on the basis of being 

in one community not on the base of religion. 

People have preferred a political and national 

communication over religion: I was told that a 

mosque was opened to receive Yezidi IDPs and let 

them live there. I told Rudaw to make some reports 

about it, in Tenahi the place where that mosque 

received more than twenty Yezidi families. If some 

had violence reaction to Yezidi, many of them had 

a good reaction. 

Mr. Fahmi Salman 
Civil Society Activist
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The role of Yezidi elite is not good specially 

those who live aboard. I refer particularly to Meer 

Tahseen Bag; he did not say you are Kurds or 

Yezidi; he told him are you a Kurd or not? This was 

the response of Meer Tahseen Bag; he should 

apologize to people in Kurdistan. Many people 

have helped their Yezidi brothers, but when such 

incidents take place from Meer Tahseen Bag, or 

journalist and some parties, some people stepped 

back and stopped helping them. Shingal was 

geographically separated from Kurdistan region 

and has 30-40 border kilometers with Arabs 

living with them. Their return to these places have 

created some form of social communication, and 

this relation will be prolonged, and this is a very 

good thing. Our media is not strong enough; I 

suggest the parliament should make a project like 

BBC channel that is not belonging to any party.

The parliament has opened a channel that 

only airs parliament sessions. What will we do 

with that? The parliament should care for public 

problems. We don’t have problems with media; 

we have problems with the political media. 

Media is related to politics you cannot separate it 

especially when it belongs to a party, it will only 

have their political views. I thank Duhok media for 

being helpful during the night when ISIS attacked 

Badrike. They had a great role: Waar television 

and groups of other media were there until four 
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morning, they were with people trying to help and 

boost people’s morale. That help people so much.

As the governor and head of the security 

committee, until now the relation and help between 

Muslims and Yezidi and, to a rate, with Christian was 

good, not bad. Nothing that bad happened but 

slowly new bad indications are starting to appear. 

A few days ago a case happened in a camp, where 

without the existence of a strong force to solve 

the problem, it wouldn’t be repelled. They were 

fighting with knives, stones and wood, and the 

fight was because of what happened in Rabiaa. 

This action occurred in an Arab town and whoever 

the reason whether Yezidi or Muslim Kurds, in the 

camp the two IDPs start fighting because of it. At 

this point, I tell my brothers Dr. Khairi, Dr. Mamo 

indirectly and Dr. Saaid, that carrying weapons in 

camps is forbidden internationally. None of the 

international organizations accepts this, as it is 

dangerous to have weapons inside camps. 

I would like you from the spiritual side and as 

Mr. Farhad Atrushi 
Governor of Duhok 
Province
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intellectuals in the Yezidi community to tell them 

to avoid handling any weapons and in case we 

find anyone handling weapons we will take the 

needed measures.

Many parties in Kurdistan use the situation 

for their benefit. For example, if the party X has 

problems with party Y, they will use Yezidi in their 

purposes to revenge or to weaken the other party. 

I am going to ask them: if they are Kurds or Yezidi? 

Who was the reason behind what occurred in 

Shingal? Who defends you? At war, thousands 

of people are participating. They will go and find 

a group of hundred people, and then they will 

announce in their media that those are the ones 

participating in the war, with my respect, but this is 

nonsense. I demand you as the spiritual council to 

inform people not to be used as a tool for revenge, 

or increasing their popularity. 

This is not the time to do such a thing at the 

expense of the Kurdish nation. As the governor 

and PDK member, I think that those people 

who became the reason for what happened in 

Shingal they are responsible and they should be 

questioned. But never imagine that they did this 

because they are Muslims, and you are Yazidis. 

Sometimes there is a reason, and there should be 

a reasonable reason for their action if it is treason 

or fear or weakness…

I wish you will educate those people as brother 

Fahmi said if there is one bad mullah there are 
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many others that are good. We work a lot with 

mullas as much as we can, but you as Yazidis 

should lead the religion.

Ottomans used us for doing wrong things, but 

not all Kurds did that. For example, most of them 

were Hamidis who kept Armenians in their houses 

in order not to be killed by Ottomans, and they still 

live between us, I liked to mention this as well. As I 

have mentioned, an individual case happened, but 

it is a bad alarm. We tried as much as we can not to 

mix the camps. We should be aware of this alarm 

in future to prevent any other case to happen. 

I would like to say something regarding what 

the governor said. As a member of the Yezidi 

spiritual council we should not do what ISIS is 

doing. If any disorder happens to someone, they 

should be punished and be judged for what they 

have done. We are against the law of revenge. We 

thank all of you especially citizens of Duhok.

I rang Hadi Baba Sheikh up and told him that we 

should take into consideration what happened to 

Dr. Mamo Osman 
Member of Yezidi Supreme 
Spiritual Council

Mr. Fahmi Salman 
Civil Society Activist
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the Yazidis and not blame them for anything they 

say because they were in an unstable situation. We 

shouldn’t give much attention to such topics in 

Duhok where Christians, Muslims, and Yazidis live 

together. It’s the duty of the media, intellectuals 

and all of us to bring us together. We’re sharing 

one land, history, and target. I think this is more 

important than anything else.

First of all, we need to distinguish between 

Electronic Media and our posts. It’s not 

sensible to relate anything published on 

Facebook to the media.

 Second, the media of parties doesn’t show care 

to what is important and what is not if the 

related institutions aren’t concerned enough.

Our media has so far failed to project a 

public opinion because we can’t access war 

zones because they’re under ISIS control. We 

need to make connections with international 

media agencies and have reporters to work 

with them to deliver our voice to the world.

The other point is that we had other problems. 

For example, we didn’t know which military 

personnel to ask for information. We didn’t who 

had the authority to provide us with information.

Mr. Hamza Raziki 
Journalist
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The father of peace studies says different 

questions lead to different directions. Creating 

two different and opposing poles is like pouring 

gasoline on the fire. To implement a peaceful 

media, journalists should assess the impact of 

anything they have before publishing it. We need 

such media in war. The so-called Russian Soviet 

model stipulates that the government whether 

right or left is always correct and never lies. Now, 

the Liberal Western model is prevalent. It says that 

we have to be at the heart of the topic to report 

the news. 

Regarding Dr.Nizar’s comment, there are seven 

things the media needs to do when war is over.

It should spread:

1. Morality through legislating laws

2. Peace through dialog and communication

3. Peace through political reform and 

institutional reform

4. Peace through economic developments

Dr. Mohammedali Yaseen 
Taha, 
Open Think Tank
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I have only one answer to give. 

The question was how to change this media 

perception?

In my opinion the password is country branding. 

So, refocus the policy and the politics of the entire 

region towards more cultural nature and to put a 

value to the huge resources that you have. 

Regarding you question Dr Dawood about the 

role of Yezidi scholars in this issue. Well, what is 

the role of Muslim scholars in this matter? Because 

this is something that we ask ourselves. Until 

now, when a Kurdish academic in a university of 

Kurdistan writes about Yezidis, he does so in a 

way as if they are writing about aliens. They even 

sometimes alienate their history; sometimes, they 

Dr. Angela Movileanu  
Co-Founder of 
Open Think Tank

Dr. Saeid Khodeda, 
University of Duhok
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write about a certain period of Kurdistan without 

mentioning the Yezidis who were in the region and 

were part of the events.

Yezidi scholars in all cultural centres in all their 

essays and studies stress that Yezidis are Kurds, 

and the religious texts of Yezidis are enough proof 

about the fact the Yezidis are Kurds.

Concerning Dr Nezar’s comment, of course the 

impact was huge. For example, my brother told 

me about a Yezidi family whose five children who 

in ISIS hands but then managed to escape. He said 

that ISIS had renamed the names of their boys to 

Mohammed and daughters to Aisha. He said that 

even now that they are home again, they still pray 

five times a day and when the mother tells them to 

stop, they say no because ISIS will kill us.

I totally agree with Mr Fahmi about the cultural 

togetherness. The points that I highlighted during 

my speech were based on the views of Faraj Fuda 

whose predictions became a reality in Egypt.

I wish that the management of Duhok could 

open courses in the camps. We are ready to work 

as volunteers in order, as you said, to gather 

Yazidis with Muslim and Yezidi intellectuals not 

only the Yezidi ones. We hope that the military 

plan for liberating Shingal and other areas would 

be put into effect soon, and we are eager to see 

the region liberated with its people returning to 

their homes.

PANEL 3
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Dr. Bakhtyar Ahmed (Duhok Health)

Mr. Farhad Atrushi (Governor of Duhok Province)
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