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Open Debates on Applications and Limitations of the Legal Rights of Ethnic 
and Religious Minorities in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 

 

 
 
JUSTIFICATION (ANALYSIS OF ISSUE /PROBLEM/SITUATION) 

 

 

The hope for an independent Kurdistan has been a continuous call of the Kurdish 
minority in Iraq. After a long path of struggle in 2017 they have set a date to hold 
a referendum for secession from Iraq. One of the main arguments of the Kurds 
is that their basic rights have been violated. They argue that they have agreed to 
be a part of a democratic Iraq that respects a democratic constitution, but this has 
never happened. The 2005 ratified Iraqi constitution includes the rights of 
minorities in Iraq specifically the rights of the Kurds. However, the Kurds argue 
that this has not been implemented and it is merely written on paper. The way 
the Kurds want to go away from Iraq, if the rights of minorities are not respected, 
sooner or later the minorities also will call for autonomies and further rights.  

What are the Legal Rights of Ethnic and Religious Minorities? To what extent 
are the legal rights applied and respected under the current legal framework of 
KRI? What outlook of the Ethnic and Religious Minorities in the constitution of 
a future Independent Kurdistan? What are the legal, security and civil rights 
assurances for the minorities in a possible Independent Kurdistan? These are 
among the main questions to be addressed in OPEN DEBATES #4 

 

 

OVERALL GOAL: 
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The overall goal of the event is to acknowledge the attitudes of  the minorities 
mainly populated in Kurdistan Region of Iraq and disputed areas. Their attitudes 
and perspectives towards the Applications and Limitations of the Legal Rights 
of Ethnic and Religious Minorities in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq will be 
addressed. 

  

 

OBJECTIVES: 

 

The project proposes an organization of a conference under the name of Open 
Debates. The Open Debates is an intended series of public events such as 
conferences, meetings and workshops held by Open Think Tank in collaboration 
with its partners. 

 

The intended impact of this particular event of Open Debates is to:  

 

raise the awareness regarding various points of view among the ethnic and 
religious minorities in KRI and; 
an attempt to understand the legal rights limitations of ethnic and religious 
minorities inside KRI; 
provide an alternative source and qualitative data that will contribute to further 
projects and develop the scientific research of this issue.  
The event will become the incentive for constructive dialogue on recent 
developments in KRI especially after the call for a referendum. This event will 
bring together facilitate an openness among legislators, policy-makers, and 
decision makers from inside and outside the minority groups. It also gives a 
space to media actors, and civil society and potential secondary stakeholders 
to contribute to this debate. 
 


